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On a Wonderful Day in October

HIAA 2A} / Rev. Jacob Park

Almost without noticing, summer has passed and October's autumn
has now come. Whenever October comes, | am reminded of my grand-
mother, who served as a deacon at our church when | was in elementary
school. The church where she served held an Autumn Chrysanthemum
Exhibition every October. Members of the congregation would bring
chrysanthemums they had grown, attach their names to them, and
display them on the church steps. | still remember how, for more than
a month, hundreds of chrysanthemums lined each step in full bloom,
creating a breathtaking sight. Even as a child, it was so beautiful that |
felt as if our church were heaven itself.

To prepare for that exhibition, my grandmother would begin planting
chrysanthemum seedlings in pots as early as the beginning of summer.
She would place them in the sunlight, fertilize them, and water them
often so they would not dry out under the hot summer sun. She raised
them with great care and devotion.

But there was one more thing she always gave those flowers. Because
they would be displayed at church, she said they must also be nurtured
with prayer. Every time she watered them, she prayed that they would
grow healthy and beautiful, bringing joy to the congregation and glory
to God. | can still clearly picture her tending to them with such prayers.

Then, on the day of the autumn exhibition in October, even as a young
boy, | could sense her excitement and nervousness. Her bright yellow
chrysanthemums, grown with prayer and effort, were placed on the
step assigned by the church with her name. For a month they bloomed
beautifully, proudly showing the love they had received from her,
bringing joy to the congregation and glory to God.

Without prayer, nothing truly beautiful can bloom. October is a beau-
tiful season because all of creation bears the fruit of God's grace and
faithful love throughout the year. How much more, then, should we re-
flect on whether we have been nurturing the fruits God has entrusted
to us—in our church, our families, and our workplaces—with prayer and
devotion? My hope is that this October may be a wonderful day when
we, too, bear the fruits of prayer and the fruits of love in abundance.
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The Wingfeather Saga

The Wingfeather Saga
is a fun and adven—
turous series for 4th-—
oth graders, filled with
humor and imagina-—
tion. At the same time,
it shares deep lessons
about courage, family, and hope, ulti-
mately pointing to the greater story of
Jesus—light, sacrifice, and never—ending
love,

The Star

- The Star is a fun an—
that
- shares the Christmas
| story through the eyes
#  of animals. Full of hu-

imated movie

mor and adventure for

Aok o bebl sHHI SH T AL

4th-5th graders, it keeps the focus on Je—
sus' birth and shows how even the small
and ordinary have an important place in
God's plan.

The Pilgrim’s Progress

' - o = The Pilgrim's Progress
is a clagsic story that
shows the Christian
life as an adventure
of challenges, choices,
and God's guidance.
For 4th-5th graders,
simplified versions help them see how Je—
sus takes away our burdens and sets us
free, just as Christian's burden is removed
at the cross.

0 ¥H M=AL
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Bethel Church

1.

October 5, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Jacob Park

The Gospel is Not Insurance Acts 12:18-25

How are you utilizing the function of Al (artificial intelligence) in daily life or in ministry? Through
that utilization, what do you feel are the main advantages and disadvantages you experience?

Like the pride of Herod, what is the royal robe made of silver in my desire for success that goes
ahead of the will of God? (wv. 20-21)

What is the area in which | want to experience the living work of the Holy Spirit who is within me—
that is, the area in which | long for the influence of the gospel to expand beyond the boundaries
of my life? (2 Corinthians 6:3-10)

Let us examine ourselves whether we are regarding the gospel as an “insurance” for a “what if”
case. Are there parts where the gospel remains as “psychological stability” or a “future safeguard,”
rather than being the purpose and master of my life? (Luke 12:33)

In my workplace, at work, or in my family and relationships with loved ones, what can | do in order
to become the imperishable treasure of God? (v. 25)

m Song in Response: Filled

English translations for
worship services via
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