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The deep emotion from this 140th Anniversary Historical Vision Trip of Kore-
an Missions still lingers in my heart. Among the many impressions left upon
me, two stood out most clearly: first, that the Bible entered Korea before the
missionaries, and second, that the first Korean church was established not by
a foreign missionary, but by a Korean believer. In 1895, 140 years ago, when
missionaries Underwood and Appenzeller entered the country, they met Lee
So0-jung, who had been studying in Japan, and brought with them the Gos-
pel of Mark. But even before that, in 1882, missionary John Ross, together with
Seo Sang-ryun, had published The Book of Luke of Jesus Christ — the first
portion of the Bible translated into the Korean language. Seo Sang-ryun, who
secretly distributed this Bible, crossed the border preaching the gospel, and in
1883 established the first Korean church in Sorae, Hwanghae Province.

While walking under the rain along the Sum-tiago pilgrimage trail, | carried
with me many memories — the flavorful foods we enjoyed after a long day,
and the little-known, hidden stories of faith. Many of these remain quiet-
ly treasured in my heart, but among them, the missionary cemetery and
its epitaphs are truly unforgettable. On the tombstone of Homer Hulbert,
who loved Korea more than the Koreans themselves, are inscribed: "l would
rather be buried in Korea than in Westminster Abbey.” Ruby Kendrick, who
came to Korea as a 24-year-old young woman and passed away after only
nine months, left behind this epitaph: "If | had a thousand lives to give, Ko-
rea should have them all."” On the tombstone of Owen, who lived as both a
doctor and a pastor, uniting medicine and mission, the Korean phrase "Oh
Mok-sa" (Pastor Oh) is written above his English name, "Owen." And be-
fore the grave of Pastor Son Yang-won and his two sons is inscribed from
Matthew 5: "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." In
all these, one can sense the traces of lives that did not consider their own
lives dear, for the sake of the mission entrusted to them by the Lord Jesus.

Then suddenly, | thought — if at the very end of my life | were to write
my final words to leave in this world as my epitaph, how would | write
them? How would my descendants, remembering my life, recall me and
record it? What words would you wish to remain on your own epitaph
These days, as | spend my Quiet Time in the Book of Acts, | read that
the disciples were first called "Christians” in Antioch. That means that
whoever looked at them could clearly see that their lives were ruled by
and belonged to Christ. Perhaps those martyred missionaries — before
they were ever called missionaries — were first called Christians, and they
faithfully lived as Christians according to their calling, even unto the place
of martyrdom. We too, among countless people, have been specially
called as Christians and are living today on this earth. Then wouldn't there
be nothing more precious and meaningful than to live such a life that, on
our final epitaph, we could confess, "l was a Christian,” and that anyone
who saw it could say, "Indeed, this was a Christian"? Epitaph: Having lived
on this earth as a Christian, and having been called to move to the King-
dom of God — (name).
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Bethel Church October 12, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Peter Joo

Active Suffering Acts 14:19-28

1. There are countless kinds of suffering in life, but if we were to categorize them into three types,
how could we define each one?

+ Self-inflicted suffering:
+ Passive suffering:

+ Active suffering;

2. When we face passive suffering — suffering that comes suddenly, beyond our control, and cannot
be avoided — what kinds of thoughts or feelings arise within us?

3. Let's talk about the spiritual benefits that God allowed the Apostle Paul to experience through his
passive suffering.

* The suffering of being stoned (Acts 14:19; 1 Cor. 15:9-10) —
* Paul rising again from suffering (Acts 14:19-20) —
« Timothy, his son in the faith (2 Tim. 3:11; 1 Tim. 1:1-2) —

4. Instead of taking the easiest and shortest route from Derbe back to Syrian Antioch, Paul chose the
harder and longer path. Why do you think he made that decision? (Acts 14:22)

5. Inwhat way can we say that the suffering Jesus endured was the highest and ultimate form of E_ E
suffering? (See Luke 22:42; Heb. 12:2) Let's reflect on this and make a personal decision today
to actively choose to share in suffering for the sake of the Lord.

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: 1st Service This World Is Not My Home (Hymn 197)  2nd & 3rd Service Jesus, Always with Me Discord



