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The New Civilization Opened by the Unknown
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We live in a time that chases fame. People want their names known,
more followers, and more attention. It's fine to show yourself to some
degree, but the problem comes when it's fake and empty. On YouTube,
many try to get famous by making more shocking videos, sometimes
even causing trouble. Sadly, the same happens in the church. I serve ina
well-known church myself, but it's true—famous churches, pastors, and
programs often get the spotlight, while unseen service is easily forgotten.

In Acts 11, we see the Holy Spirit at work in surprising ways. Who does
God work through? After Stephen was killed, some believers spread as
faras Antioch, sharing the gospel. They were not apostles or well-known
people. The Bible simply calls them "some of them" (Acts 11:20). Yet
those unnamed believers preached Jesus to Gentiles in Antioch—and
that was the beginning of the Antioch church. Scripture says, "The Lord's
hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the
Lord" (Acts 11:21). The Antioch church was not just another local church.
It became a new kind of community where Jews and Gentiles worshiped
together. It became the center of mission—a base for God's work to the
nations. In short, the unknown believers opened God's new civilization.

Recently at Bethel Church, we watched a documentary called Anony-
mous. It told the story of two Japanese missionaries who loved Korea
during the Japanese occupation—Masayasu Norimatsu and Naraji
Oda. Though they lived in dark times under Japanese rule, they chose
to live among Koreans and share the gospel. Missionary Oda even suf-
fered torture and was forced to leave the country for saying that bow-
ing to Shinto shrines was idolatry. They did not seek fame. They quiet-
ly planted the gospel seeds while standing with the suffering people.

The kingdom of God is not built on the names of the famous—it stands
on the prayers, tears, service, and obedience of those without names.
The more the world seeks fame, the more believers must honor humili-
ty. The Westminster Shorter Catechism says, "Man’s chief end is to glori-
fy God." How is God glorified? When believers become unknown so that
His work may shine, when our names fade behind the cross, God's name
becomes famous. This is the new civilization opened by the unknown.
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Bethel Church October 19, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

Shining a Light of Salvation When Hope is Lost

Acts 16:26—34

1. Among the 3 doors leading to Christianity (door due to circumstances, door in quest for the truth,
door due to special experience or crisis), which one did you enter? Please share your journey in faith.

2. As happened to the jailer in Philippi, have you ever experienced an urgent situation where you
heard God's voice, “Don't harm yourself!"? How did that voice reach out to you (sermon, person,
situation, etc.)? (v. 28)

3. Believing in Lord Jesus means you are accepting Jesus as your master. What area of your life are
you not willing to open up to our Lord? (v. 31)

4. As the time when the jailer experienced being united with Jesus, “living and dying with Christ”
through baptism, what must die within me every day? Are there any tendencies of hot-headedness,
arrogance, covetousness, or hatred that you need to leave at the cross? (Ref: Gal 2:20, 1 Cor 15:31))

5. Because Jesus was bodily injured in our place, He wants us to avoid injuring our bodies. If we are
to truly receive this grace, what must we do starting today to avoid hurting ourselves?

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: 1st Service | Must Tell Jesus (Hymn 363) 2nd & 3rd Service In These Dark Days Lift Up Your Eyes to Jesus Discord



