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Today is Reformation Sunday. October 31st is the day when Martin Luther
nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church in Germany.
It reminds us of the passionate hearts of the Reformers who cried "Sola
Scriptura"—"Scripture alone"—and longed to return to the Word. In truth,
what awakens a sleeping generation has always been the power of the
Word. And when we trace that power, we arrive at Acts 19, at the School
of Tyrannus in Ephesus.

In Ephesus, the Apostle Paul, facing hardened Jews, withdrew to the
School of Tyrannus and for two years taught daily without rest. Amaz-
ingly, those sessions took place during the hottest hours, from 11a.m. to 4
p.m., when all others rested. Paul rose early, worked making tents through
the morning, and during the rest hours taught with tireless passion. His
whole life was a blazing devotion to "the Word alone." But just as great as
Paul—perhaps greater—were the nameless believers who gathered then
to hear the Word. In the most weary hours, they fought off sleep, left
behind busyness, and came before the Word. Because of their passion,
"all the Jews and Greeks heard the Word of the Lord," and revival began.

For the past ten years of discipleship training at Bethel Church, | dare say
Bethel has its own School of Tyrannus. My unforgettable memories are those
moments of sharing, laughing, and weeping together in training. The first
discipleship group registered as a whole cell and met weekly in members'
homes instead of at church. During the pandemic, we looked at each other
through Zoom screens and shared the Word. | remember those who strug-
gled with memorization, and the testimonies of lives restored and changed
through the Word—all deeply engraved in my heart. One thing is certain: not
one person joined because they had extra time. The Lord remembers ev-
ery weary step after long workdays, every rushed moment between school
drop-offs and pickups, every late night spent studying and tremblingly
memorizing Scripture. The Lord remembers every effort and devotion.

You, who labor so that the Word becomes life and life becomes the Word,
are the true reformers renewing the Church today. The cry of the Reform-
ers—"Scripture alone"—is alive in you. The hope of Bethel lies nowhere
else. You, who come longing for the Word—you are the hope of Bethel.
Each of you is part of the School of Tyrannus being built in our midst.
And upon your burning devotion, we believe this promise continues: "The
Word of the Lord grew and prevailed mightily."
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Bethel Church October 26, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Paul Jeong

The Word of the Lord Grew and Spread Widely

Acts 19:8-20

1.n Ephesus Paul experienced his plan go awry and the door to the synagogue closed. Then, he
discussed the Word for two years in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. Have you ever experienced plans
go awry or “doors closing” in your life? Please share how God guided your way with His Word when

this happened.

2. The beginning of revival in Ephesus was due to the training in Word of the Lord. What specifically
did Paul and the disciples commit do in order to train in the Word? (v. 19:9-10) In order for us to
worship the Word, what is the “costly sacrifice” that we can gladly make?

3. Today's verses emphasize that once a foundation of the Word was laid, it was not Paul but the Word
itself that began the work. What are three things that result when the Word is the main subject?
(v. 11,13-17,18-19)

)
®
©)

4. People in repentance burned scrolls of sorcery worth fifty thousand drachmas (130 years of earnings
for a laborer). They gave up what is essentially their identity and wealth. In present day, how can
we apply the act of ‘burning of the scrolls? Let's discuss what is the idol worth ‘fifty thousand
drachmas'in our lives.

5. The system at the time in Ephesus for ‘worship of Artemis’ can be compared to the idolatry of
‘education and success' in present time. In order to go beyond just ‘protecting our faith’ and to E- E
transform this system itself, what specifically must the family and church commit to do?

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: | Stand in Awe Before the Word, O Happy Day That Fixed My Choice (Hymn 209) Discord



