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'Of All Things' to 'Pumpkin Vine'
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Watching my grandchildren grow up brings me such happiness and
makes my heart full. Although | don't get gifts from grandchildren, but
each word that comes out of their mouths makes my heart bloom with joy
of laughter. Watching my grandchildren, who can only speak English to
their mom and dad, and to grandfather and grandmother, bowing to their
belly button and say ‘thank you' in broken Korean, my heart is in heaven.

| reached for Professor Younghee Chang's essay book [Only Once in
My Life]. | read it a long time ago. | had once referred his story in
my sermon. It is a story about an episode with his niece who grew
up in America. After receiving a gift from Professor Chang, she ex-
pressed her appreciation in broken Korean like this, "Of all things, are
you giving me this? Thank you". Having received an unexpected gift,
she probably wanted to express her surprise like 'how come' but in-
stead, she chose the expression 'of all things.' That moment passed
with laughter, but thinking through carefully, the author realized that
the expression 'of all things', which is commonly used by adults when
complaining, can actually be changed to expression of gratitude.

| believe, like Professor Younghee Chang said, when 'of all things'
is born again, our lives can be changed. When undeserved receives
a gift, the expression that pops out is 'of all things.' The secret to
born again begins with realization that 'l am not worthy." The lyrics
to a hymn Amazing Grace written by John Newton starts "Amazing
grace... that saved a wretch like me." When you realize that you are an
undeserving sinner, your step toward a new start begins. Then, grati-
tude will become your companion in your new steps.

The secret is that, when you received something difficult as a gift, it
makes the light shine brighter. When suffering is received, | am grateful
for the suffering 'of all things’ that was given to an unworthy person
like me. We must realize that suffering is not a punishment for sinners,
but a reward. When we are blessed with a new daughter-in-law, we
say the pumpkin rolled in with vine. When we can be thankful that "of
all things" suffering came like a pumpkin rolled in, then we can live a
born-again life. In this great celebration, "of all things" Jesus came to us,
the unworthy, as Emmanuel. It is a season where we must give thanks.
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My life before personally meeting Jesus
Christ was just having fun and goofing off
in church, not viewing it as God's house. I
always thought I was going to make up for
it later in my life, As I grew up, I started to
take church more seriously, understand
more of the messages, and decided to go to
a retreat on Catalina Island. There, I felt
more genuine before God, and that was

where I personally felt that God was call—
ing me to come back to Him. I prayed and
asked Jesus to truly come into my heart.
After I met Jesus as my personal Savior, [
was changed, I started to pay more atten—
tion to the sermons, and I found myself
reading the Bible more often. I decided to
refocus on God, longing for the passion I
had for Him after the retreat. Even with
the new pressures of middle school, I hope
to continue to meet God on an even deeper
level.
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each Sunday, God showed me the impor—
tance of the role. I was encouraged when
they memorized the bible verse. They
were engaged when I was asking ques—
tions about the lesson. I feel blessed each
week to serve them. I see them grow more
Christ—like when they understand a dif—
ficult bible story. I do feel God's presence
during that time, I pray that
they can continue to know
more about God and truly be—
lieve Jesus as our Savior,

Mitch We ZIAt

As T reflect back to
2025 as a Sunday
school teacher for 5th
boys, it had ups and
downs. I was hesitant
about teaching but it is
not about just teach—
ing, Even though I am
with them for 30 minutes

This past year at Bethel
Upper Elementary, has
been a true gift. My Grade
5 class (Olivia, Isabelle,

Katelynn, Skylar, and

Quiding Young Hearts in Faith

Clara) were hilarious, dedicated, and sim—
ply amazing. They brightened every Sun—
day, and I'm thankful for each moment
we shared. Though they've moved on to
BYM, I pray for their continued spiritual
growth, With my new Grade 4 class, I look
forward to sharing, learning, and growing
together in a fresh chapter.

All our teachers are grateful for the fel-
lowship and community shaped by the
leadership and creativity of P. Jungyeon,
Albert Tdnim, T. Illan, and T. Rachel.
Their hearts and vision make Upper El-
ementary a joyful blend of generations,
united in uplifting God through our work.,
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) I-I;OSE A LEC ' ~ Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
ST é

V

God's Groaning
(Hosea 7:1-16)

~
1. God continues to report on Israel’s corruption. Humanly, he probably has fallen away. Let's organize = Apply to Life r o

what each looks like. :

1) Do not realize evil deeds (v.2)
2) They delight the king (v.3) (Ref: B.C. 931-722)
3) Oven whose fire not stirred (vv.4-8, Ref: Rev 3:15, Ge 4:7)

What is the meaning?

4) His hair is sprinkled with gray, but (v.9)

5) Easily deceived (v.11)

2. Verses 13-16 sound like God's groaning as he is rejected despite his love. Let's read it together
slowly and try to understand God's heart. What is the lingering effect of God's groaning?
(Ref: Hab 3:19, Ps 18:1-2, 1Jo 1:8-9)

3. What plans are you making for Christmas? Let's take time to repent and praise before the Lord
who came for us sinners who have fallen away.

Endlish translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: What a Friend We have in Jesus(Hymn 369), Yearning for God's Love Discord



