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Like looking for precious autumn leaves that have been pressed in the pages
of a poetry book, when Christmas season comes around each year, a senti-
mental image comes to my mind that | cannot forget. I'm sure many of you,
who grew up in church and had been going to Church school all your life, will
have fond memories from the season. When | was in elementary school, |
was selected to play the role of Joseph in a Christmas play. I still remember
like it was yesterday. Now that | think about it, that was my only experience
of being in a play. | wore glasses since | was young. | would put cotton on
them as if icicles were hanging from them and memorize my lines as if | was
shivering from cold. Now that | think about it, maybe | easily got the part of
Joseph, Jesus's 'earthly father', because my name means 'Joseph of Korea'
(although my name takes after Joseph of the Old Testament).

From God's perspective, to send His son Jesus Christ to earth through Mary,
He had to find that one person. Not only would this person protect the
life conceived by the Holy Spirit, but he had to also protect the pregnant
woman. It was during a time when the society forbade woman carrying
another man'’s baby, other than her husband, to live. When Joseph realized
that Mary was pregnant while they were engaged, according to the Jewish
law, he could either stone her to death or divorce her with shameful dis-
honor and have her be socially ostracized. That is why selection of Joseph
was probably very important to God. There is a passage in the Bible that
describes Joseph's character. "And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly”(Mat 1:19)
Joseph did not respond from a victim mentality. He thought about the life
and future of the woman and decided to not make a scandal out of it. See-
ing Joseph's action, we can only say 'amen’ to God's selection of Joseph.

There are many extra roles that the world made for Christmas season. Start-
ing with Santa Claus, there are Rudolf the reindeer, socks for gifts, jingle
bells, sparkling decorations of department stores, etc. However, there is a
supporting role that we should not forget, and that is Joseph. If it wasn't for
Joseph, who was used to fulfill the prophesy of the Bible, Christmas story
may have been drastically different. Christmas that came through the his-
tory of humanity is God's purposeful intervention as Jesus, the incarnat-
ed God. Jesus means 'God saves'...according to that name, the baby was
named as given in obedience by Joseph, who cannot be forgotten.

This Christmas season, | pray that you will take a moment to reflect on wheth-
er you have been touched by the hand of grace, like forgotten Joseph, and
experience the freshness of Christmas stage, like for the first time in your life.
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Bethel Church December 14, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

What will you do
on the day of your feast?
(Hosea 8:1-9:5)

_ $,

Ao

1. Its Advent, the time of waiting for Christmas. What plans are you making? If you have any fun Apply to L|fe [*
episodes related to this holiday, please share with your cell family.

2. The passage points to two things that represent what God is not please with. Let's summarize
the points below and apply their meaning.

1) (8:4, 8-9)

2) (8:14)

3. on joyful feast day, God commands “Do not rejoice, O Israel; do not be jubilant like the other
nations”(9:1). God reveals the reason that sacrifice offered at feast does not please God (8:13; 9:4).
Read the reference verses. What kind of worship pleases God? (Ref: Ps 69:30-31, Ps 51:16-17)

4. In Galatians 6:7-8, what does Apostle Paul say about the importance of worship that pleases God?
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one
who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit
will from the Spirit reap ( )

5. what must come first for worship and all other things to be pleasing to God? Let's read the following
verses and discuss its implications. (Ref: Ma 3:17, Ma 17:5, 2Pe 1:17) E E

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine(Hymn 204), In this Place for the Lord Discord



