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As the Year Comes to a Close

d

28t AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

Around this time, we tend to look back on the year. We begin to take
count on how we lived the year that God has given us. Time is giv-
en fairly to everyone. We reflect to see if we have wasted that time.
Last Sunday, a couple in their 80's stopped by my office to wish Merry
Christmas. We conversed about this and that. They said that as they
get older, unlike when they were young and healthy, they are experi-
encing more things that they cannot do. In the old days, walking on
two feet was natural. But now they see more neighbors using canes
and wheelchairs. They still walk on their two feet. They feel others
who are less free to move about see them with envy in their silver
town. So, | asked them a question. What's in your heart these days as
you live day to day? Without hesitation, they both said that they want
to use their time wisely. Also, they want to live a meaningful life with-
out waste when they have the health and family, be helpful to neigh-
bors, be fervent in the life of faith, and live a life that benefit others.

[ am in mid 60's. Perhaps | may have lived thinking that all things are
obvious. When | look around, | observe people who are 5 years, 10
years, and 20 years over me. | may be mistakenly thinking that | will
continue to live without problems. That is why, perhaps, God gives us
the last Lord's Day worship each year for us to receive wisdom to take
count of our time.

Today, we need to look back on this year and see what we lived for.
We need to reflect and think carefully about what we need to do dif-
ferently if we had to do it again. Then, we must return to God. We
need to return to being God-centered and not self-centered. We need
to repent our actions that were right in our own eyes and return to life
with God. And we need to receive strength that comes from love of
God who makes all things possible. We already know very well how
frail our determination and resolve are. In a few days, it will be New
Year. Our only hope is to hold on to the love of God who has not aban-
doned us and still holds onto us. Strengthened by that love, may this
last Lord's Day of the year end on a high note for all of us.
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It has been a blessed year for me to serve
at Friday night kitchen ministry. God
provided lovely volunteers every Friday

71802 M1 popEl

that worked happily to
prepare and serve tasty
meals to more than 200
children from Awana,
CIM, BYM and Yesalm,
It was a great experience

to witness the love of Jesus Christ shown
by each volunteer and a living testimony
of the strength of our Bethel Church
congregation,
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Bethel Church December 28, 2025

- Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

- Break up the Fallow Ground
when the Rain Comes
(Hosea 10:1-11:11)

1. Today's passage continues to show Israel’s spiritual corruption. Think about our own spiritual Apply to Life [“
corruption and summarize.
1) Deceitful heart (v.2)
2) Poisonous weeds in a plowed field (v.4)
3) Float away like a twig on the surface of the water (v.7-8)
4) Incident of Gibeah (v.9)
5) Threshing heifer (v.11)
2. What is God's prescription? (V.12)
3. Read the reference verses and think about the meaning of showers of righteousness. (V.12,
Ref: Ge 19:24, Ps 11:6)
4. In chapter 11, God's image changes from a husband to a parent. Please explain. (11:1-4)
5. Read 11:9.and explain the reason why God does not bring wrath on Israel.
6. When do you hear God? Read today's passage and the reference verses and share your experience E ’ E

when rain of righteousness became rain of grace. (11:1, Ref: Mat 2:15, 11:10-11)

Endlish translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: The Love of God is Greater Far(Hymn 404), The Power of Your Love Discord



