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& ZAL / Rev. John Cho

Last year | went on a short-term mission trip to Uganda. I've been to many Af-
rican countries before. [ thought 'l might as well go to a country that I've never
been to." Just then deaconesses with Uganda mission booth asked, "will you
go with us?" | hesitated to give my answer at the time. Two months later, | was
on an airplane bound for Uganda. In the airplane, my head was being filled
with a list of things to do when we return. Upon arrival, as soon as we stepped
outside of the airport, seeing such beautiful and familiar scenery, my heart
opened wide. It felt like | traveled back in time to my childhood 38 years ago.

There were numerous blessings of grace that was unexpected. Starting with
being welcomed by children dancing at the Center for persons with disabil-
ities after driving through dirt roads, there were praising and dancing wher-
ever we went. They were not familiar steps (even if | knew, | wouldn't be
able to dance!), but We laughed and danced to the rhythm. Wherever we
went, people brought gift offerings of bananas, sugar canes, a goat, couple
of eggs, etc. Their pure hearts remain with me still. We were traveling to
an island one day. The ferry broke, so we had to take a small fishingboat
(scooping water out of the leaking boat!). After the boat ride, we went to
our destination by motorcycles. The place of ministry gave us great joy.

Attitudes and love of Elders and Deaconesses in the team, who traveled for
medical missions all their lives, filled us with grace. Deaconesses, who were
dedicated to medical missions, prepared for children's ministry this time. |
am reminded of the joy as they embraced the children with hearts of moth-
er. Through the local missionaries’ daily lives and testimonies, we realized
God's heart for sending them to such remote area. Seeing growth of local
leaders for the ministry prayers for this land were engraved into my heart.

Of course, the journey isn't easy. But a short-term mission awakens our
spiritual self. In a world that has been all about me, God allows us to see
the places where He is working, and the souls that He is touching. As the
time of the trip passed like a dream, upon return, | feel a change in the per-
spective of life. That is how we can confess about all missions that 'greatest
grace is experienced by those who go." We may not know all the schedule
ahead of us this year, but sometimes unknown steps are necessary. Some-
times, it's necessary to push ourselves into the place of grace. If you sign
up by faith, God will open a way. In this jubilee year, more than any other
time, | am confident that there will be unexpected special grace for us.
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Bethel Church

January 25, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. John Cho

Salvation, and What Comes After romans 7:19-25

1. Have you ever felt like your faith has hit a plateau and ended up blaming yourself?

2. Problems That Resurface Even After Salvation
1) What are the two types of sin, and which one feels harder for you to deal with? (Rom 2:12, Rom 7:8, 11)

2) What kind of destructive results does legalism bring? How does it lead to a stagnation in your faith?
a. Inyour relationship with others:

b. Inyour relationship with yourself:

¢. Inyour relationship with God:

3. Christ Who Saves Us from Self-Destructive Legalism
1) Paul also struggled with inner conflict. Where did he find the solution? (v. 24-25)

2) How did Christ save us from self-destructive sin? (Rom 8:1-2)

3) When we affirm the grace of the cross, how is our self-understanding restored? And how does
that lead to the restoration of our relationship with others and with God?

4, Deeper Grace Through Self-Denial
1) What does it mean to deny yourself? Does it mean denying your value or your very existence?
(Matt 16:24-25)

2) How can we apply this to our lives to restore the grace of faith?

m Song in Response: (1st & 2nd Services) | Will Worship You, (3rd Service) He Says Love

Endlish translations for
worship services via
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