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S 2A} / Rev. Sung Chul Hwang

Those who have walked in faith for many years share a common con-
fession. "If not for grace, | would never have come this far.” This is not
merely a humble expression, but a truth discovered through honest
reflection on one’s life. We are not standing here today because our
choices were always right or our faith was always strong. The very fact
that we remain in faith despite countless failures, regrets and falls is
undeniable evidence of grace.

The essence of grace lies in our 'undeserving nature'. Throughout
the history of Scripture, God worked not through perfect people, but
through flawed ones. Moses, a murderer; David, an adulterer; Peter,
who denied his teacher; Paul, once a persecutor—none of them could
stand without grace. We are no different. We may think we are hold-
ing tightly to our faith, but in reality, it is God's strong hand that first—
and more firmly—held onto us, making today possible.

We often misunderstand grace as a life without suffering. However,
grace does not remove hardship, but gives us a new perspective on it.
What once felt unbearable becomes, through grace, the very path
that leads us closer to God. So those who know grace can rise again,
even in the darkest moments. And they will confidently say, "If the
Lord is with me, I can walk again."

When grace is forgotten, faith becomes a heavy burden and wor-
ship becomes a duty. But when grace is remembered, faith becomes
overwhelmed joy and devotion an irresistible privilege. This ordinary
day—breathing, hearing the Word, and being able to repent—is itself
a miraculous act of grace.

If the panorama of our lives were summed up in one sentence, this
confession would remain. "If not for grace." Even today, we stand on
that confession.
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Bethel Baby School has been one of the
biggest blessings in my motherhood jour—
ney. Being a stay at home mom can be
lonely and hard at times, but Baby School
truly has been a gift from God for me and
my son, Benjamin. Meeting and shar—

ing life with other moms who are go—
ing through a similar season of life has
brought me so much joy. I see how im—
portant it is for our children to learn about
God and experience the blessings He
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has given to them through new friends,
teachers, their church, and most impor—
tantly the Word of God. All of this would
not be possible without the amazing Baby
School staff who serve, teach, feed, and
love on our babies each week, You can tru—
ly feel the love and joy that every teacher
and JDSN has for God and His precious
children. Thank you Bethel Baby School
for the overwhelming amount of blessings
you have given to our family. I pray that
many more families can experience the
same joy through Bethel Baby School!
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Bethel Church February 8, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Sung Chul Hwang

The God Who Rejoices Over You With Singing

Zephaniah 3:14—-17

1. Share anything about yourself that bothers you. Does this interfere with or hinder your current
spiritual life?

2. Do you feel that your faith is currently growing? If you feel stagnant or even weaker, what do you
think is causing it?

3. Yet God expresses His love for us in three ways (Ephesians 3:17b). How does this speak to you
personally?

4. satan constantly seeks to pull us away from God's love. What are two powerful weapons he
often uses? Which of these do you feel most vulnerable to?

5. what are two truths that help us hold fast to the gospel—that we are God's beloved children—
despite Satan's attacks? Even knowing these truths, are there still things about yourself that
bother you?

6. in Ephesians 2:10, reflect on the meaning of “poiéma” (what has been created). Declare it in your

own words: “I am God's created E - E

English translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: The Love of God is Greater Far(Hymn 404) Discord



