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A Family That Does the Will of God
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In Korea, we will soon observe Lunar New Year, one of our nation’s major hol-
idays. | vividly remember the times when family members gathered together,
shared meals, asked about each other’s well-being, and after offering New
Year’s bows (Sebae), wondered what to buy with the gift money we received.
However, not all memories were pleasant. When relatives gathered during
the holiday, arguments would often break out and voices would be raised.
Statistics in Korea show that during the holiday period, reports of family dis-
putes and fights increase by more than 45% compared to normal times. After
the holidays, search terms like "divorce counseling,” "marital conflict," and
"family fight" skyrocket. This sobering reality makes it difficult to celebrate
with unreserved joy. Every family has its own stories and conflicts. Many ex-
perts offer various solutions for family harmony. Yet in the face of families
that continue to fall apart, we often grow discouraged and settle for mere
compromise as the best we can do.

| am reminded of Mark chapter 3, which we reflected on together for QT. Jesus
was so occupied in his ministry that he did not even have time to eat. His
relatives came and tried to restrain him, saying that he was out of his mind
(vv. 20-21). The teachers of the law accused Him of performing miracles by
the power of demons (v. 22). Around that time, Jesus’ mother and brothers
arrived. Perhaps sensing the tense situation, they stood outside and called
for him (v. 31). He said, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking
at those seated around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my broth-
ers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother”(vv.
33-35). When we deal with our families, we think we love them the most,
cherish them the most, and know them best simply because they are ours.
But this can be a great illusion. Precisely because we are so familiar with one
another, we often fail to recognize where the real problems begin. We remain
corrupted sinners, weak and confined within our own narrow perspectives.
The basis for Jesus, the Son, being perfectly one with God the Father was
their unity in the Word. Just as the Father’s will is accomplished in heaven, so
it is accomplished on earth through the Son who came in human flesh. Jesus
did not say these words out of disappointment or hurt feelings toward His
family. More than anyone, he desired that his mother, his brothers, and even
the relatives who called him insane would stand before the Word of God and
sit beside him, who is the Word. True love, unity, and harmony are possible
only when our hearts are gathered into the heart of God.

During this Lunar New Year holiday, | earnestly pray that God will grant every
household to obey the will of God. May all Bethel families be filled with the
Word and lead their relatives into God’s will.
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As a new year begins,
a moment of stillness
reminds us that we are
here only by God's grace.
My prayer for our students is that they
would draw near to that very grace—that
they would come and see, come and rest,
come and abide, and in doing so, bear the
fruit of Christ in their lives.
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Bethel Church February 15, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Tae Heon Jo

Just by Touching His Cloak war s:25-34

1. The woman who had suffered from bleeding for 12 years saw everything she depended on and
hoped for fell apart, and things only got worse. Have there been times when nothing you tried

helped, and you only became more discouraged or trapped?

2. The woman responded in faith when she heard about Jesus. If today's message is the “news of
Jesus” given to you, how can you respond in faith?

3. When she touched Jesus' clothes, the source of her bleeding dried up. What is the “source” in your
life that you want to bring to Jesus for healing and restoration?

4. jesus brought out the woman who wanted to hide and led her to confess everything. Who should
you confess and share your suffering and your story of meeting Jesus with?

5. Being unclean is not only about being judged for sin, but also a humble preparation to return to
true worship. Let's share moments when we moved from uncleanness to sincere, heartfelt worship.

English translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: In These Dark Days Lift Up Your Eyes, Touching the Hem of Your Clothes Discord



