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ME8l 24} / Rev. James Suh

When spring comes, | like the warm air, the longer days, and the quiet
feeling of a new beginning. In this season, hearts seem to open, and hope-
ful conversations seem to flow naturally. As a pastor, | often experience
moments that remain in my memory for a long time, especially in conver-
sations | share with Korean immigrants. On the surface, they appear very
strong. They are diligent, deeply love their families, and endure almost any
hardship without complaint. But when | pay a little closer attention, | al-
ways discover something deeper. Many are not simply carrying the weight
of their own lives, but are also carrying the weight of history.

The stories of Korean immigrants seem to be formed by four invisible
layers of wounds. The first is the wound of the Japanese colonial pe-
riod. In a time when freedom and identity were taken away, people
learned how to endure quietly and survive, and that survival pattern
sometimes continues today as perfectionism and a fear of failure. The
second is the wound of war. Through family separation, destruction,
and extreme poverty, they learned how easily peace can collapse, and
that anxiety still remains today as a desire to control. The third is the
wound of immigration. They laid down language and status, started
again from the very bottom, and endured deep loneliness, and that
silent sacrifice sometimes remains as an unexplained pressure on the
next generation. The fourth is the memory of economic collapse. The
experience that everything can disappear in an instant has left behind
relentless overwork and financial insecurity.

When we understand all these wounds, the way we see Korean im-
migrants changes. Our diligence is not simply ambition, not express-
ing emotions is not indifference, and sacrifice is not merely a cultural
habit. These are traces of survival learned across generations. The
greatest gift we can offer is to understand, and to help both children
and parents see the history of fear hidden behind pressure and per-
fectionism. Deep healing sometimes begins this way: "You have been
carrying far too much for too long. It is okay to rest now." Just as our
Savior always invites: "Come to me, all who are weary and burdened,
and | will give you rest.”
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I first came to Bethel Church when I was

two years old and attended faithfully until
I left for college. Now, here I am, a moth-
er myself, bringing my baby to the same
church. I am filled with joy and gratitude
to God that my son Brayden will be dedi-
cated at the church where I grew up.

After college, I worked jobs that required
Sundays, so attending church was not set
as a priority. But when Brayden was born,

I found myself wondering: How do I raise
this child? What kind of parent should I be?

That's when memories came flooding
back, such as Sunday school, AWANA,
VBS, and all the church programs my
parents faithfully brought me to. I re-
membered how they devoted themselves
to Bible study and prayer groups, not just
for themselves, but for us. Their example
spoke volumes.

The Lord, who prepares us through prayer,
blessed our family with Brayden as a pre-
cious gift. In gratitude for this blessing,
my husband and I decided to pursue baby
dedication as a commitment to grow into
more mature, faithful parents.

As Brayden grows, we pray he will come

from My Parents Prayers to Qur Promise!

to know God's love deeply and become a
child who shares that love with others.
Rather than raising him according to our
own ambitions and preferences, we com-
mit to seeking wisdom from God's Word,
bringing even the smallest matters to the
Lord in prayer, and guiding him to grow
in righteousness.

We promise to keep our eyes fixed on God

alone and to be a family that brings Him joy.
Lawrence Chu/Heidi Cho
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Bethel Church March 1, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. James Suh

Supreme Jesus Again! phiemon 1:1-25

- As Paul prepares Philemon for reconciliation, what does he first ask him to recognize and reflect?

- When Paul calls Onesimus “my very heart,” what do you think he means, and what does that
reveal about his feelings?

- Why might it be important to try to understand the story behind someone’s actions in a
relationship?

- Reconciliation can feel difficult—why do you think that is, and what is the hardest part for you to
let go of?

- Looking at Paul's example, how do you think God views the process of restoring broken
relationships?

- Inyour own life, what might it look like to genuinely entrust a relationship or conflict to God?

English translations for
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