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Learn from Serpents
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287 2Al/ Rev. Yongjoo Son

A while ago, | was reading a book 'Planner's Habits." My eye came to
a stop at this phrase. 'Serpent is the humanity's first apple marketer.’
What the book was saying was following. Serpent didn't simply ap-
proach from well-known themes like taste or health benefits. 'If you eat
this, you will see better!" Another words, it approached from something
that is not ordinary. It hit the mark. Furthermore, the book continues
to stress that it targeted woman and that purchasing decision is with
woman. Therefore, marketing must appeal to woman. At that moment,
| was reminded of what Jesus said to his disciples who were about to
leave for mission, "so be wise as serpents..." Why serpents? When we
think of wise animals, they could be tortoises, elephants, owls, etc. Ser-
pent is not even on the list, but it is used as an example. | think about
the wisdom that Jesus is speaking of as the same wisdom that led our
ancestors to fail. He reverses the use of wisdom that brought failure to
humanity and, this time, he says to save people that fallen in sin. 'Good
fortune, well-being, relationship’ are contents that everyone expects
from religion. To approach people, who already knows and yet not
seeking, with the same contents will not succeed. Serpent understood
the ambition within human beings. Going beyond superficial needs,
the marketing is succeeded by penetrating the underlying spiritual
and psychological longings. We could understand that our Lord also
stressed the need for this kind of strategy for evangelism.

World renowned theologian Tom Wright stressed that 'We must not be
ignorant of the world's methods, and Christianity requires a thorough
strategy that surpasses heresy." John Bevere also stressed that 'God's
work is accomplished through the strategic ideas He reveals.' C.S. Lewis
said, 'What the Lord wants from us is a child's heart and an adult mind.’
We began this year, shouting like innocent children, 'Each One, Reach
One." We decided on our VIPs, writing down names of friends who we
want to evangelize to. With the final step approaching, we need the
mind of an adult. That is the wisdom of a snake. How about, in our cell
gathering today, if we strategize evangelism for our VIPs? How about,
if we think about what kind of spiritual longing they might have? How
about, if we decide who will open the relationship like Eve? Now is the
time, we use the serpent's wisdom to retrieve the lost souls.
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Bethel Church March 8, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. SeungWon Jung

Who is the More Righteous Man? Luke 1g:0-14

1.n today's parable, what is the reason that the tax collector is judged to be more righteous than
the Pharisee?

2. The verse in 1 Corinthians 15:45 describe Jesus as the “last Adam”. Why did Apostle Paul refer to
Jesus as the “last Adam™?

3. 1 Corinthians 15:47 refers to Jesus as “the second man”. What do you think is meant by this?

4, Why is it that Paul confesses “Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!" in
Romans 7:24-25?

5. whatis the similarity between repentance and communion?

English translations for
worship services via

m Song in Response: Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound (Hymn 305) Discord



