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Skimping on Meat will Lead us to Doom
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Whenever we get off a plane in Korea, my wife says she craves kimchi stew. As
always, as soon as we arrived in Korea, she craved kimchi stew. So, we went to a
kimchi stew restaurant nearby our hotel. As soon as we entered the restaurant,
we saw a scroll hanging like a banner at the entrance of the kitchen. Following
was written on it. "If we skimped on meat, we are doomed."” The sentence was
amusing. | took a picture and even posted it on my Kakao. Shortly after, kimchi
stew arrived. It could have easily been mistaken for a braised pork dish. Huge
quantity of high-quality pork was on top of the boiling stew. Even though I don't
enjoy pork, it was tender and delicious without too much fat. The kimchi stew
was truly satisfying. It went down so smoothly that | felt like it cleansed my
inside. On a wall of the restaurant hung [8 Commandments] of kimchi stew.
"If taste of stew changes, customer's heart will change too!" "Good greeting
revives the store!” "No matter what | do, customers know everything” "When
working, do it with high spirits - cheers to another day!"...every single word
pierced straight to my heart. Every word rang true and entirely convincing. |
nodded in spontaneous agreement and slapped my knee in sheer appreciation.

These principles can be applied to our faith life. The nature of a church is wor-
ship, serving, evangelism and missions. When church skimps on this kind of
work, the result is obvious. If the core taste of kimchi is taken out, it no longer
tastes good. If it doesn't taste good, the restaurant will fail. In the same way,
if the church lost its core, it's headed for doom. Personally, | tried to apply this
sentence as a preacher. "If a pastor skimps on studying the Word, his ministry
will fail." | agree with this 100%. One can measure how much time, research,
and investing in practice is spent without skimping determines the quality of
the message. "If the quality of message changes, congregation will change”
"No matter what message is preached, congregation knows everything"” ... |
meditate on Jeremiah 20:9 before each time | stand on the pulpit, "If | say,
"I'will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," there is in my heart
as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | am weary with holding it
in, and I cannot.” | don't think | have ever stood on a pulpit without the God
given holy "weariness with holding in it." This weariness of holding in became
my energy, passion, and tears. Nowadays, | think that you know everything as
you listen to my sermon. Sometimes, | even fear. This is not a task that can be
done half-heartedly. | know that my energy and time cannot be skimped. So,
today, | stand on this pulpit again with that heart of original mind set.

For certain, we all have things that shouldn't be skimped. Or we failed be-
cause of skimping. Let's return to our original heart. Let's make a fresh start
with the original mindset. If a restaurant could be revived with the original
mindset, we too can revive. "Hooray, let us joyfully and wholeheartedly fulfill
the Lord's mission without holding anything back.
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Bethel Church March 22, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

~ Take Words with You and Return!
V. (Hosea 14:1-9)

y S
1. Are you the type of person who travel the roads using a navigation map, or do you do so trusting Apply to Life -

Rl

in your recollections from a prior trip?

2. The only way to return to the Lord is by taking with you. A companion

on the road to return is our prayers and resolve. Let's complete the following. (v. 2-3)

1) (v. 2a) From the reference verse, please discuss
what was Apostle Paul's distress. (Ref: Rom 7:24)

2) (v. 2b) Define “being good” using the Book of

Micah and reflect upon this to see if you also have deep longing for such. (Ref: Mic 6:8,
2 Cor 5:14, Rom 12:1)

3) (v. 2¢) What is the ‘fruit of our lips' that is better
than a bull calf? Have you had a recent experience to bring forth fruit of our lips"?

4) (v. 3) Find three words that are the opposite of

the concept of ‘fatherless’ in this verse and reflect upon meaning of ‘fatherless'".

3. We realize that being orphans we live by the grace of our perfect God. Let's share this grace and

bless each other. E . E

Endlish translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: The Power of Your Love, With My Lips Discord



