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Believed in Training, Not 18 seconds of Luck!
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While going through treatments after my surgery, | received countless words of
encouragement from congregation. Among them, the following put a smile on
my face, "Pastor, watch football games to your heart's content.” It so happened
that it was during NFL football playoff season. For the first time in a long time,
| watched a game, late afternoon on a Sunday, between LA Rams and Chicago
Bears. It was an away game for the LA team in Chicago, against a team with
much better season standing. The game was a nail-biting match in the famous
Soldier Field arena in cold snowy Chicago for the California athletes who are
more familiar with warmer weather. The score was 17 to 10 with victory at their
grasp for the Rams. With 18 seconds remaining, Chicago's miraculous touch-
down pushed the game in a tie, 17 to 17. The game concluded a breathtaking
overtime with LA Rams snatching the division title. | want to talk about Coach
Sean McVay's decision on the 18 seconds remaining, not the overtime game.

18 seconds may not be enough time for any kind of miracles. However, it is
common in football games to overturn in the last 2 minutes or even with few
seconds remaining in the game. From the perspective of a team that almost
won the game with 18 seconds remaining, having to face overtime, there may
be two opportunities to attack in those 18 seconds; move 30, 40 yards, and
they can kick a field goal to add points. However, the coach's decision was to
give up that opportunity and proceed to 15 minutes overtime. Coach Sean
McVay is known for being the youngest person to coach a professional foot-
ball team in 2017. He took the most disadvantaged team in 2016 to win a
Super Bowl in 2021. He is a legendary coach, a renowned master strategist
who remains active in the game. | thought about why he chose the 15-minute
overtime over 18-second miracle.

First, his decision did not rely on luck. | believe he had the confidence in the
team’s skill and ability after the huge amount of strenuous training he put
them through, rather than 18-second luck. Second, he likely determined that
they needed some time, however brief, to dampen the morale of the Chica-
go team that just dramatically tied the game that they may have thought
already lost. If the Rams failed in the 18-second offensive opportunity, that
may boost even more morale for the Chicago's home game. He wanted to
curtail that with his decision. Third, | imagined what the coach might have
said to the team before going into overtime. | suspect it might have been a
conversation along these lines, "Now, we're back to square one" "We did not
lose a game we had already won" "Now it's time to go head to head for real"
"We trained hard for a time like this" "Let's go and show them what we've
got," because he believed in the athletes that trained hard, rather than luck.
Beloved congregation! It is the trained skill, not luck. Take on the challenge of
Discipleship Training.
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Bethel Church March 29, 2026

SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

;':;COME&SEE : Do That Miracles
-MIRACLE @) Don't Become Diapers
' (Hosea 14:1-9)

1. Please share if you've experienced a miracle in your life. Apply to Life

2. The public ministry of Jesus began, in Luke 3, when He was baptized by John the Baptist and as
described in today's verse when He was tested in the wilderness. What do you think is the meaning
of this? (Luke 3, 4:1-13)

3. After He overcame the tests in the wilderness, what is the first ministry that Jesus undertook?
(v. 16-19) And, how would you describe the reactions of the people in a word? (v. 22)

4. In current times when people say ‘I believe in God but not in prophets Elijah and Elisha’, discuss
how | can be the ‘widow in Zarephath’ or the ‘Naaman the Syrian’. (v. 26, 27)
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English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: Out of my bondage, sorrow and night (Hymn 272) Discord



