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The Super Bloom
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"Death Valley," a name familiar to many, is a land as harsh as its name
suggests. This desolate wilderness- where the average annual precipita-
tion is so scant that it seems no life could possibly survive- has become a
symbol of despair and barrenness. However, once every few decades, a
wondrous spectacle unfolds here that makes onlookers doubt their own
eyes: the phenomenon known as the 'Super Bloom." Waiting is not death;
it is preparation. Usually filled with nothing but dust and parched earth,
when this valley is drenched by extraordinary heavy rains, trillions of
wildflower seeds that have been waiting breathlessly deep underground
for decades stretch and awaken all at once. In the spring of 2026—ten
years after the bloom of 2016—Death Valley has once again transformed
into an inexpressibly brilliant sea of flowers. Until the rain falls, someone
expecting flowers in this harsh field might look like a fool. Yet the seeds
had not died or disappeared. They were simply preserving their life be-
neath the scorching surface, waiting for the 'abundant rain’ that would
wake them. The flowers of Death Valley prove with their entire being that
just because something is invisible to our eyes does not mean it doesn't
exist, and just because something has paused does not mean it is over.

The seasons of our lives are no different. Sometimes, our lives feel parched
like a long drought, and we face bleak moments where it feels like no
amount of effort will bear fruit. But remember: the seed of the 'Word of
God' planted within us never perishes. Even if it looks like a wasteland
with no hope in the eyes of the world, that Word holds its life force within
us, waiting for the most appropriate time. A recent story about a pilot
resonates deeply. During a 36-hour struggle for survival after being shot
down in enemy territory—where all hope seemed lost—the final signal he
sent to the rescue team was "God is Good." He did not look at the circum-
stances; he looked to God who rules over them. This confession, bursting
forth from the middle of despair, becomes the spiritual 'inflection point'
that transforms a parched wilderness into a Super Bloom.

Faith is the power that turns the unseen into reality. As it says in He-
brews 111, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the con-
viction of things not seen,” faith is the act of seeing the rain before it
arrives and blessing the seeds beneath the earth. Even if your life feels
as desolate as Death Valley right now, do not lose heart. On the day the
sweet rain of grace falls, the seed of the Word hidden within you will
surely bloom into a brilliant flower. May the 50th Anniversary Jubilee of
Bethel be a "Super Bloom" of God in your life as well.
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My encounter with God has been a very
important moment in my life, and I am
deeply grateful that He has saved me. Be—
fore I met God, I used to be a contemp—
tuous and mean person, struggling with
sins such as being judgmental and pride—
ful. However, after I met Him, my char—
acter and my life have changed signifi—
cantly for the better.

I am much happier because of God's love,
and He has filled my heart with love so that

A
c0

I may share it with others. I try to live with
God's Word as the foundation of my life and
walk with Jesus wherever I go, [ am grate—
ful that His mercy allows me to continue
walking with Him even when I fail,

T have come to realize that even on my worst
days, He has always been with me, guid—
ing me through people and teachings that
have shaped who I am today. I strive to
grow spiritually, strengthen my relationship
with Christ, and live according to His will,
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Media fasting was super hard, When I got
home, I usually watched gymnastics vid—
eos on YouTube, Sometimes it was real—
ly challenging, and I even forgot because
[ like listening to fast gymnastics music
for practice. My mom reminded me, and I
obeyed and followed the media fast,

I am happy I did it. I felt closer to God and
Jesus, and it felt very meaningful. I com—
mitted myself to finish media fasting. At
least I can do this during the Lent season
to think about Jesus,

of 7fwbfEl Shob il

At first, T thought
I couldn't do it, but
now I feel closer to
God. T want to keep
reducing my me-—

dia time and spend

more time with God.

Jade Barbosa(3H)

During media fasting, it was hard not to
use my iPad and other devices, but I really
enjoyed going to church and worshiping, I
liked praying, and I prayed in the morn—
ing and in the afternoon before going to
church. To help myself not use my devices,
I distracted myself by doing other things,

When Jesus died on the cross for us and
struggled while carrying it, I felt a little
like that during media fasting because it
was hard not to use my devices. It helped
me understand, even just a little, how
much Jesus went through for us,

Summer Lee(38H)

Passion week, media fasting and watch—
ing devotionals brought me closer to God
and got me to know and learn about Jesus
and the Bible. I thought about what Je—
sus went through for us for our sins. I also
got to spend more time with my family

N 7‘_\~

and loved going to church every day. It is
sad what Jesus had to go through but I'm
happy because I can have an everlasting
life through him,

Tori Lee(38H)

When I heard about the media fasting, it
reminded me of last year, It wasn't hard
because we had school days. But this year,
it is more challenging because we have
spring break,

The media fasting is bor—
ing. I draw, read but it's
still not fun enough. It
is painful because I can't
watch movies. Every time I
eat snacks, I have a temp—
tation to watch movies.

However, it feels worth it. I can focus on
Q.T. without distractions. Every time I
feel bored and painful, it reminds me of
how Jesus went through a hard time, how
patient Jesus was and how Jesus handed
his desire to God. I'm thankful that I can
remember Jesus by doing media fasting,
Sahrang Yun(3&})

MEDIA

FASTING +
CAMPAIGN
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Bethel Church April 12, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Jacob Park

In the Face of Anomalous Hardship psaims 69:22-36

1. Let's share our experiences when we dealt with an anomalous hardship. (v. 69:4, 9-10)

2. What is the reason why we should submit to God with prayers of surrender? (v. 22-27)

3. Are you going in front of God showing your sincere and honest self, like a child? (v. 29)

4. et's share how we will lead our lives in accordance with a life founded on God's Word (Canon).
(v. 36)

5. Reading today's verses in David's Psalm, let us not pretend that we are more faithful than David
- instead, lead a life based on honest prayers to God and one that is obedient to God's Word and

His judgement. E E
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