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Bethel to the World, the World to Bethel
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23t ZAL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

As we celebrate the Jubilee year of our church's founding, we cannot help
but confess that the past half-century has been a history of grace poured out
by God upon Bethel Church. Upon the foundation of tears and sweat shed by
our predecessors of faith, a new generation carrying new dreams and visions
has been added; now, we are united as one, welcoming a festival of joy.

As with all great beginnings, Bethel began with a small and humble spark.
The powerful movement of the Holy Spirit that occurred in Irvine, Orange
County, led to the birth of this church. For the past 50 years, Bethel has
run tirelessly toward its mission: building a steadfast faith internally and
spreading the Gospel externally. We offer deep gratitude to God as we
see missionaries established to preach the Gospel in every nation and
their ministry's borders expand daily. This recent gathering served as a
spiritual revival where missionaries serving across the globe were invited
back to Irvine to share the fruits God has borne, and a precious opportu-
nity to reaffirm our future mission and seek wiser, more effective ways
to share the Gospel. Until now, Bethel has sent out devotions of love and
tearful prayers to the world. We have partnered together by sending out
missionaries. Last week, they returned from all corners of the earth to
Bethel. It was truly a festival of grace where the slogan "Bethel to the
World, the World to Bethel” was realized.

Today's world is experiencing turmoil amidst wars and conflicts, and na-
tions are competing fiercely for their own interests. Even in such an era,
the Gospel does not stop. Rather, it continues to move toward the ends
of the earth regardless of the circumstances, conveying God's love for all
nations. This assembly was a time for spiritual recharging for this Gospel
ministry—a time when many pastors and ministers gathered to be filled
with the Word and grace.

Last week, we joyfully welcomed back the world and sent them back out into
the world again in the name of the Lord, filled with God's grace. The mission
of Bethel Church, established by God on this earth, is still in progress; we
are starting anew, as if taking the first step toward the next 50 years. In this
meaningful moment of Jubilee, | hope it was a time for all congregation to
gather and be renewed through the Gospel. | express my deepest gratitude
to all the pastors who have dedicated to reaching this day, and to the congre-
gation who have served faithfully without name or recognition.
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The clearest memory I have of serving
at Bethel Church takes me back to the
summer of 2002, between my eighth and
ninth—grade years., My mother was one
of the deaconesses tasked with preparing
and serving meals during Vacation Bible
School, In those days, Bethel hosted thou—
sands of children for its annual VBS pro—
gram, making it a massive undertaking, I
remember accompanying my mom on fre—
quent supply runs to Costco, Smart & Fi—
nal, and Zion Market, My days were spent
cleaning and cooking 40-pound bags of
rice in large aluminum pots, washing end—
less dishes, and assisting her with various
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preparations, At the time, I often wondered
if I was missing out on the 'fun' the other
kids were having. Yet, looking back, I don't
remember the fleeting fun; I only remem—
ber the deep satisfaction of hard work.

It was a profound blessing not only to
serve those younger than myself but also
to have a mother who modeled the dignity
of labor. That experience reinforced in me
the words of the Apostle Paul: "Brothers,
I do not consider that I have made it my
own, But one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for

Bethel Families Serving Together

the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are ma—
ture think this way..."(Phil. 3:13-15) At-
taining the faith God has planned for us is
often inconvenient' — it requires sacrifice,
dedication, and discipline, If the path feels
difficult, take heart: it is a sign that you
are doing something truly fruitful.

Eric Cha
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Bethel Church May 3, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Byoung Sam Kim

0 1% Faith is Acknowledging God's Sovereignty (Galatians 2:20)
Q 2" Living a Good Life of Faith! (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Q 3% Training to Strengthening Faith (1 Timothy 4:7-8)

English translations for
worship services via
Discord




