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We frequently discover that the wild grass, which we failed to see on our
way up the path, smiles fragrantly and cheers us on during our descent.
When climbing a mountain, only the goal is visible; a competitive urge to
reach the summit first leaves no room for our eyes to wander to the beauti-
ful scenery unfolding to our left and right. However, on the way down, there
is no need to compete with anyone, and no longer a need to measure one's
own speed. As a result, we walk slowly and have room to enjoy our sur-
roundings. That is when the humbly blooming wild grass catches our eye.

Scientifically, one could explain that what we miss from our line of sight is
because the angles of vision and the direction of light differ between up-
hill and downhill paths. Likewise, peace of mind 'this room to breathe' in-
fluences what we see, what we feel, and what we perceive. In that sense,
our gaze toward God also aligns and focuses much more clearly on the
downhill path rather than the uphill one. On the path where | am climbing
according to my own plans toward a set goal, God is not visible. However,
when my plans come to naught and | reach a state where there is no one
left to compete with, that is when the brothers and sisters who prayed for
me, worrying about my well-being, come into view.

Spotting things on the way down that we completely missed on the way up
is due to God's special grace. Therefore, we must not miss the grace we en-
counter on the downhill paths of life. Those who climb toward the summit
inevitably come back down. No matter how healthy you are, a time comes
when you age and the physical body breaks down. God's closeness, which
went unnoticed during times of good health, begins to be felt during those
humble hours spent visiting hospitals after health is lost. Therefore, we must
tread the downward path even more meticulously and deliberately than the
upward one. There is no need to pray to descend quickly. When hardship
strikes, rather than praying for it to end quickly, it is right to pray that we do
not miss seeing the things that we couldn't see before the hardship.

There is a saying that one takes a step back to go forward two steps.
It is an encouragement that if you forge ahead without despairing over
failure, a day of success will come. However, | would like to say that tak-
ing two steps forward is for the purpose of stepping back one pace later.
Furthermore, when we step back, we see more and feel more. What we
did not know when climbing, we realize when coming down. | call this the
leisure of faith. Enjoy the downhill path. Do not waste your hardships. The
treasure trove of the Lord's grace is right there.
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Bethel Church May 24, 2026

SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

X SCOME & SEE Twelve Remaining Baskets
-MIRACLE®") at End of the Day
: (Luke 9:12-17)

1. ourlives are punctuated by deficiency and lack. Whether in times of poverty or wealth, deficiency Apply to Life
and lack are things that always follow us. Please share what your current deficiencies or lacks are.

2. The miracle of the five loaves and two fish is the only miracle story that appears in all four Gospels.
Let's summarize its importance in two points.

1) (v. 20, Ref: Matt 16:16)

2)

3. What do you think was the Lord's intention behind His proposal, "You give them something to eat"?
(v. 13, Ref: Jo 6:7, Mk 6:37)

4. what is the background setting where the miracle of the five loaves and two fish take place? Let's
read the reference verses and think about what Jesus might have anticipated. (v.12, v.14, Ref: Jo 6:4)

5. The words in verse 16 are the same words Jesus repeats to His disciples during the Last Supper.
Please read the reference verses and explain what meaning they carry. In Jesus, rather than
deficiency, what is it that remains? (Ref: Jo 6:35-36, 50-51)
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