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It is said that venture capitalist Kleiner Perkins once said, "Missionaries
win over mercenaries.” This phrase became famous when Sam Altman,
the creator of ChatGPT Al, quoted it in self-defense after Meta aggres-
sively recruited Al researchers from his own company.

The world highly values people who are capable and quick at making calcu-
lations. Those who move in pursuit of greater profits and better conditions
are called successful. However, over time, the people who move hearts and
change history are not "mercenaries"—experts who work solely for money
and only to the value of that money—but "missionaries” who volunteer out
of a sense of calling, even without financial reward. Mercenaries only stay
when the compensation is sufficient, but missionaries guard their posts
even when faced with hardship and loss. A person who works only as
much as they are paid is a mercenary. However, if the purpose and destiny
of your work transcend a 9-to-5 schedule, you are a missionary.

People with a mission do not give up easily. Even when failure, criticism,
and hardship come, they know exactly why they are doing this work.
On the other hand, those who only chase their own self-interest quickly
change direction when circumstances become unfavorable. That is why
true change always happens through people with a mission. Teachers,
parents, pastors, missionaries, and many leaders who change the world
do not live merely for success. They are individuals who hold onto a
value greater than themselves.

The Church, which is the body of Christ, needs missionaries, not merce-
naries. Although pastors receive an honorarium from the church, fun-
damentally they are people with a mission. It is not an understatement
to say that the church is led not by highly paid experts, but by called
missionaries. They are not those who calculate and look after their own
interests, but those who will hire someone else to cover their own work
just so they can run to the church when there is church work to be done.

Jesus is the ultimate model of a missionary. Jesus did not come to re-
ceive power and hospitality; He came to save lost souls. Jesus did not
use people; instead, He gave Himself up. The cross was the pinnacle of
that mission. Today, rather than asking what or how much we can gain,
we must first ask why we must live. In the end, a long-lasting life is not a
life of having a lot, but a life offered to a meaningful purpose.
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Bethel Church May 31, 2026

SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

8= JCOME & SEE How much longer
‘MIRACLEs) do | have to endure this?
: (Luke 9:37-45)

1. Lets appreciate the painting ‘The Transfiguration’ by Raphael
(1483-1520).

Apply to Life

2. Unlike the heavenly scene atop the Mount of Transfiguration, what
was happening at the bottom of the mountain? (vv. 37-40)

3. What does the father, who is asking for help because his son is demon-possessed, say about what
kind of son he is? Reflecting on the condition of the demon-possessed son, let us share whether the
darkness we face might also be our own ‘only-son phenomenon,’ and discuss what the meaning of
[l-oe-chi-oe] (healing/treating the outside with the outside) mentioned during the sermon is.

(vv. 38-39, Ref: Mk 9:22)

4. picase share how the words the Lord spoke immediately after driving out the demon correlate with
the disciples' lack of faith. (vv. 44-45)

5. Reflecting once more in our hearts on how Jesus' cross resolves our problems, and hopefully this
serves as an opportunity to approach our own ‘only-son’ issues. Let us read the following reference
verses together and share the grace received today. (Ref: Lk 9:23, Jo 12:24)

Ofz0]
Ofis!

English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: | Come to the Garden Alone(Hymn 499), What Could Never Change Discord



