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23t ZAL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

This year's pastoral strategy meeting gathered a bit early to prepare for the
ministry of the second half of the year. Since it is only right that the incom-
ing senior pastor leads the year-end activities, we came together early to
focus on the latter half's ministry. The place chosen for this meeting was the
Grand Canyon. While it is a place most of the pastors had never been to be-
fore, | personally had a strong desire to stand humbly before our great God.
And just as | expected, all of us truly became humbled. The view we gazed
upon naturally drew gasps of admiration. It was unparalleled and absolute
best. Even Pastor J, who used to be a missionary in Africa, thought he had
seen all things vast in Africa, confessed that he was speechless and was in
awe before the Grand Canyon. Pastor B repeatedly expressed his hope to
rent an RV and come back to Grand Canyon with his family for vacation.

No matter how much | think about it, Monument Valley feels like God's
greatest masterpiece. The way He erected those red structures in the mid-
dle of the wilderness was a wonder. Even a master sculptor could not have
carved them like that. However, | came to learn that this beautiful artwork
was made of sandstone, meaning it was washed away, carved, and cut by
wind, rain, and storms. If it were a stone like steel, it would have remained
the same even as time passed. But because its material is fundamentally
weak, it eroded over time by wind and rain; as the weaker parts suffered
worse corrosion, it transformed into the shape it holds today.

In the end, weakness was the secret behind creating the ultimate beauty.
Yielding when pushed, giving way when pierced, taking the blow when
struck, and breaking when hit—this is how God shaped an astounding
masterpiece. Perhaps that is why when | look at believers who have gone
through a lot of hardships, their faces are graced with a gentle character. It
is a face shaped by God using time as His tool. What is shaped by my own
strength and greed is only used for comparison with others. However, when
my strength is weak, God shapes me with His character and charm. Popu-
lar artwork loses interest once the brief trend passes. But people endlessly
gather around masterpieces shaped by God. | hear that the Grand Canyon
and Zion Canyon, which we visited this time, attract an average of about 5
million visitors each annually. Visitors continuously flock from all over the
world to see this. How enchanting it is for countless tourists to see what
remains after the weak parts were carved away into a work of art... That
principle is profoundly biblical. "...Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." (John 12:24)
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Bethel Church June 7, 2026

SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

}-COME&SEE Someone Stronger has Come
MIRACLE(9) (Luke 11:14-26)

1. Please read what comes right before today's main passage and try to connect it with today's Apply to Life
message. (Ref: Lu 11:5-13)

2. The incident where Jesus drives out a demon that makes a person mute triggers the so-called
'Beelzebul controversy.' Jesus' conclusion regarding the claim that He drove out demons by the
power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons, is found in verse 23. What kind of message is this giving
us? (Ref:1 Ki 18:21, Josh 24:15, Ro 6:16)

3. Please read and compare the main verses 21-22 with Col 2:15 and share what message Jesus is
teaching us through the incident of driving out the demon. (Ref: Heb 2:14-15)

4. The 'Principle of the Empty House' that Jesus speaks of describes a state that has become worse
than before. Let's discuss what kind of cases there might be. (vv. 24-26, Ref: 1 Tim 6:15)

"which God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the ( )

of kings and ( ) of lords,"
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m Song in Response: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God(Hymn 384), When His Kingdom Comes Discord



