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Three Women, One Wedding Dress

23t ZAL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

The seminary friend who drove all the way from the East Coast to pray for
me the day before my surgery returned for another visit six months later.
We are the same age and spent countless nights studying together in the
seminary library and many hours playing basketball on the campus courts.
Our wives are also the same age, and both of our families have four chil-
dren. What makes our friendship even more special is that my wife wore
the very same wedding dress his wife had worn for their wedding.

Another pastor and his wife from Southern California, who were a few years
ahead of us at seminary, joined our gathering as well. While the pastors en-
joyed catching up and sharing meaningful conversations, the three wives filled
the room with endless laughter. They shared a unique bond and a story that
few others could ever experience. The wedding dress my wife wore had origi-
nally belonged to the wife of the pastor who had been a few years ahead of us
at seminary. My friend's wife wore it next, and my wife became the third bride
to wear the very same dress. | can still vividly remember my wife, back in our
financially struggling days as a young ministry family, beaming with childlike
joy as she said she couldn't believe she was able to wear such a beautiful wed-
ding dress without spending a penny. It feels like only yesterday.

Looking back at our wedding photos, | now understand why my fathe r-in-
law and mother-in-law seemed unable to smile. At the time, | thought they
were simply sad to see their daughter getting married and leaving home.
Now that | am a parent myself, | see it differently. Even if she had been wear-
ing a brand-new wedding dress, their hearts would have ached. How much
harder it must have been to watch their daughter smiling with such joy sim-
ply because she could wear a beautiful dress that someone else had worn.
Even now, | feel deeply sorry when | think of my in-laws entrusting their pre-
cious daughter to a young pastor with so little to offer. The simple reception,
where many guests had to eat while standing, and the borrowed wedding
dress must have weighed heavily on their hearts. If | had the chance, | would
want to tell them once again how truly sorry—and grateful—I am.

Looking back, those moments are almost embarrassing to remember. Yet if |
could go back and do it all over again, | wouldn't choose a grand reception or
a brand-new wedding dress. If we had, we might never have had the kind of
memories that still leave us laughing until our sides hurt today. Perhaps that's
why people say the hardships of youth are never wasted, and why a simple
bowl of ramen shared in hungry days becomes a cherished memory years later.
That is what friendship is—people who have shared those memories together.
Faithful partners in ministry are those who have walked through seasons of
hardship side by side. The deep, enduring bond they share is rooted in those
days when they willingly shared not only their dreams, but even their poverty.
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Bethel Church July 26, 2026

Very Curious servonseries  Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

SUS STORY e B
-3- (John 3:14-16)
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1. Isthere any aspect of my religious life where my deep emotion and gratitude have become dulled Apply to Life ;:_"

A

due to familiarity?

2. The 'world' mentioned in the text is not in reference to a good and beautiful place, but a world that
rebels against God and loves darkness. If you have ever experienced God's love accepting you just
as you are at a moment when you felt unworthy or distant from Him, let us share. (V.16)

3. The statement that Jesus must be lifted up on the cross just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
wilderness means that in the face of life's hardships or problems, rather than struggling to solve
them on our own, we should look to the cross of grace. Compare the feelings of the people dying
from snake bites in the wilderness as they looked upon the bronze serpent with our feelings as we
look upon the cross. (V.14)

4. The example of how God ‘so loved' me is that He gave His one and only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
Have you ever felt this love very deeply? (V.16)

5. To whom was the promise of eternal life given? Let us meditate deeply on its meaning. (V.16)

Endlish translations for
worship services via

m Song in Response: The Love of God Is Greater Far (Hymn 404), The Love of the Cross Discord



