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There is a movie called <Man on Fire>, starring Denzel Washington, which
was released 22 years ago. Ever since | was captivated by Denzel Washing-
ton's acting in the movie <John Q>, | have tended to seek out his movies.
While preparing next week's message for Wednesday Word Journey, this
movie came to my mind. The main character, played by Denzel Washington,
is a former Special Forces soldier who retired due to alcoholism and was
living quietly before taking a job as a bodyguard for Pita, the daughter of a
wealthy family. However, Pita is kidnapped by a gang, and the film becomes
an action thriller where Denzel wipes out the gang to ultimately rescue the
young girl he was responsible for. Although there are some brutal scenes,
the final way to save the girl was accepting the gang's proposal to exchange
his own life for hers. Denzel Washington, who had already been shot and
suffered heavy blood loss, agrees to trade his life for the young girl, Pita. The
scene overlaps showing Pita returning to her mother's arms to find safety,
while behind the gang's car, the main character takes his last breath due to
severe blood loss. At that moment, a vivid beam of light shines down like a
spotlight, brightening the dark movie atmosphere filled with intense gun-
fire. Audiences can be heard tearing up and weeping here and there. Along
with sadness, a surge of profound emotion washes over everyone.

Why does such deep emotion surge during the scene where the main char-
acter dies? Without hesitation, | can say it is because the principle of the
Gospel is hidden within it. The act of laying down one's life to save the girl's
life precisely reminds us of the grace of the Cross. Even for people who do
not know the Gospel or understand what the Cross is, the principle of the
Gospel always evokes deep emotion. Why did | think of this movie while
preparing for the Wednesday's message? Because the movie contained a
perfectly fitting example to explain "Jesus, Our Ransom".

Every movie hides a narrative plot designed to move hearts. Whether the
director intended it or not, the structure of moving people resembles the
principles of the Gospel. After | retire, | plan to write scenarios based on the
heartwarming stories of church members that | have personally witnessed
over my 40+ years of ministry. | want to create a sitcom—like <Soonpoong
Clinic>—that captures the many fun episodes that take place inside the
church, along with touching stories of sacrifice, tears, and devotion, and
upload it to Netflix. | have always felt regretful seeing Christians or pastors
portrayed in movies and dramas as strange cultists trapped in mysticism, or
as scammers. | want to change the worldly perception of the church being
seen as a 'battleground,’ and instead write about the most heartwarming
grounds of real life—moving stories of the weak rising again through faith,
and testimonies of experiencing miracles in impossible situations. | look for-
ward to the day when <Topsy-Turvy Irvine Life>—warm like <The Waltons>
that | watched in my youth, fun like <Reply 1988>, and touching like <Hospi-
tal Playlist>—will air and set new viewership records.
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Thank you so so much for this wonderful
news! I am deeply thankful and grateful
to be Bethel's scholarship recipient. I was
considering taking a gap year because my
tuition fee was not fully filled up. But this
scholarship was God's clear assurance to
continue my studies without worries. I am
now able to go back to the US to finish my
Junior year. I will never forget the help and
support I got from Bethel church and I will
pass this love down to the children I will be
teaching in the future. Thank you again!

HEIzE

Thank you for the scholarship and warm
encouragement, This gives me so much
strength for the road ahead. I am cur—
rently preparing for my first medical mis—
sion trip to Africa. God has opened this
door for me to witness and love His people
across the world, praying for and serving
them, This scholarship and the encour—
agement are a massive help toward the
needs of the trip. Wherever He guides me
next, I will joyfully shine Christ's light. I
am deeply grateful to the church family
for making this possible, and I will cherish
the love and support always. Thank you!

Zlofl S
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Dear Bethel Church Scholarship Com-—
mittee and generous donors, thank you
so much for your generous support and
prayers, [ am deeply honored to receive the
Bethel Scholarship. This scholarship will
allow me to focus more fully on my stud—
ies and leadership development without
the constant burden of financial concerns.
Instead of worrying about educational ex—
penses, [ will be able to dedicate more time
to learning, serving, and preparing for the

calling God has placed on my life. Through
this opportunity, I hope to deepen both my
academic knowledge and spiritual matu—
rity. I want to grow into a Christian leader
who serves others with wisdom, humility,
and compassion. The encouragement and
generosity of Bethel Church remind me
that faithful believers can make a lasting
impact on the next generation. I sincerely
thank you for investing in my future, I will
strive to honor your kindness by faithfully
serving God and sharing His love wherev—
er He leads me,
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Thank you so much for your generosity
and for making this scholarship possible, I
am truly grateful for your kindness, your
prayers, and your support as I begin this
next chapter of my life. Your encourage—
ment means so much to me, and I don't
take this blessing for granted. This fall I'll
begin studying Biological Sciences at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
(UMBC). My goal is to become a Physician
Assistant so I can care for and serve oth—
ers while reflecting God's love through my
work, As a missionary kid who grew up in
Spain, I've seen firsthand how God works
through the generosity of His people. Be—
cause of that, your support is especially
meaningful to me. This scholarship is more
than financial help, Itis a reminder of God's
faithfulness and the incredible blessing of
being part of such a caring church family.
Thank you again for your generosity and
for the opportunity you've given me. Your
support encourages me as I take this next
step, and I hope to honor your kindness by
working hard, growing in my faith, and
using what I learn to serve others wher—
ever God leads me, I am truly thankful for
each of you, and I pray that God continues
to bless Bethel Church and everyone who
made this scholarship possible.

Elizabeth Nam
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God entrusted something to me. What
will I do with it for His Kingdom? 0] &
T2 Opo]50] A Y & UEE More
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Kingdom Adventure has blessed me be—
yond my expectations, Through this jour—
ney, our children began to learn that the
gifts and blessings God gives us are not
simply for ourselves, but are entrusted to
us to serve others and His Kingdom,

Our theme verse, 1 Peter 4:10, reminds us:
"Bach of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God's grace.”

Watching our children begin to under—
stand this truth has blessed me deeply.
They are learning to ask not 'What can
I get? but 'How can I use what God has
given me to bless someone else?'

My prayer is that they will grow into
faithful servants who use their gifts to
bless others, share the Gospel, and ulti—
mately bring glory to God.

MBI (AL

Kingdom Adventure was so fun because
we did exciting activities each week, Dur—

From Reward to Kingdom Purpose

ing Movie Week, some students made
popcorn seasoning to serve others. In
Craft Week, we decorated picture frames
with charms. During Mission Week, we
learned about different countries, prayed
for them, and collected stamps at each
station, In Celebration Week, we celebrat—
ed what we learned and were reminded to
use our talents to serve others. Mission
Week was my favorite!

Ilearned that more talents mean more re—
sponsibility and that God wants us to use
the gifts He has given us to help others
and share the Good News, I want to keep
helping people in small ways and sharing
God's love with them.
Roy Kim(38!t)
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Bethel Church August 16, 2026

Very Curious servonseres ~ Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

When the S f
SIS STORY
e (John 3:22-36)

=

1. Have you ever faced a bitter situation during a 'season of diminishment', where you thought you Apply to Life =~ .
were the best but had to step back because someone better appeared? Let us try to understand '
and share the feelings of John the Baptist's disciples. (V. 25-26)

2. The season of diminishment arrives for everyone. We see spiritual maturity in the words John the
Baptist spoke to his disciples. Let us also reflect on how we should respond .

1) God's Providence and Sovereignty (Ref: Job 1:21, Gen 50:20)
A person can receive what is given them from heaven. (V. 27)

2) The wisdom of knowing one's position and place
You yourselves can testify that | said, 'l am not the but am sent
ahead of him." (V. 28)

- John the Baptist speaks about a wedding in verse 29. Please explain what this means. (V. 29)

3) The wisdom of acknowledging Christ

- He who comes from heaven is .(V.31)

- The Father loves the Son and has given all things into hand. (V.35)

3. The season of diminishment is a season when everything returns to its proper place. It is a season
when the center that once asserted as our own is shifted to belong to Christ. “He must become
greater; but | must become less” is not a confession of defeat, but, instead, a declaration of E . E
freedom . What must we do in order that Christ becomes greater while | become less?

English translations for
worship services via

m Song in Response: Jesus Shall Take the Highest Honour, | Offer My Life Discord



