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Have young adults really left the church?
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Z&Z2 A}/ Rev, Solomon Kang

It has been two years since | began serving at Yesalm Chapel. Looking
back, | find myself thinking about the younger generation and the future
of the church. When people talk about the future of the Korean church,
| often hear, “There are no young people left in the church.” According
to the Ministry Data Institute, as of 2023, only 9% of Koreans in their
20s and 11% of those in their 30s identify as Christians—roughly one out
of ten. Young adult ministry in Korean American churches faces similar
challenges. These years are filled with major transitions—school, careers,
jobs, and marriage. Young adults often relocate along the way, making
it difficult to remain rooted in one church community. Yet over the past
two years, we have witnessed a different story at Bethel Church’s Yesalm
Chapel. Remarkably, there has not been a single Sunday without a visi-
tor. In 2025, 286 visitors and newcomers came to Yesalm, and 170 were
connected to small groups. This year, 166 have already visited as of last
Sunday, with 77 connected to small groups. At New life festival on Easter
Sunday this past April, in-person attendance surpassed 300 for the first
time—something for which we are deeply grateful.

Yet the fruit of the church cannot be measured by numbers alone, nor
can these numbers be called Yesalm’s “success” or anyone’s “achieve-
ment.” God is the One who sends people, opens hearts to hear the
gospel, and causes faith to grow. Our calling is to faithfully preach His
Word, proclaim the gospel, and care for the souls He entrusts to us. As
we have sought to remain faithful to this calling, God has continued to
send people and grow this community. These numbers, then, are not
something to boast about, but traces of grace that lead us to confess,
“God has done this.” So when | look at these young adults, | feel both
gratitude and the weight of our calling. Rather than saying, “Look how
many people have gathered,” we want to say, “Look how many souls
God has entrusted to us.” Our hope is that each person will move from
being an unknown visitor to becoming part of the family of faith—to
know the gospel, grow in the Word, and eventually become a disciple
who serves others. This is the deeper revival we long to see.

Young adults are still knocking on the doors of the church, and God is
sending them to us. He is not sending them to become our pride or our
trophies, but to become our mission. May Bethel Church remain faithful
in proclaiming the gospel to every soul God entrusts to us, nurturing
them in His Word, and raising them as mature disciples in Christ.
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We were excited but
alsonervous because
some of us had nev—
er been away from
our parents. However, our hearts

turned toward God when worship began.,
Through the retreat, I learned invalua-—
ble lessons. First, we are created in God's

image, reflecting His character. Like a

broken mirror cannot fix itself, we cannot
save ourselves, We need Jesus to restore
us. Second, we are God's workmanship.
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Who Am I in Christ?

We are not accidents or mistakes. Lastly,
we deserved what Jesus received, but Je—
sus received what we deserved, God loved
us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus,
to be crucified for us. Through worship
and fellowship, I felt God's love, Thank
you, teachers, leaders, and the guest
speaker, Most of all, thank you, God, for
the retreat! I hope I can remember what
I learned and continue to grow closer to
God every day.
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Before retreat, I didn't realize how much
comfort had become an idol in my life.
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Eunice Lee(581)
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During one of the messages, the guest
speaker talked about four big idols: com—
fort, respect, approval, and power. I im—
mediately knew mine was comfort, but I
realized that recognizing it wasn't enough
and that I needed to surrender it to God.

After coming home, I saw God revealing this
through my own actions. That day, I had a
big fight with my mom because I chose what
felt comfortable instead of spending time
with my family, I became angry and failed
to listen and love her well, leaving me feel—
ing ashamed. Through this, God reminded
me that He meets me in my weakness with
mercy. Since retreat, I've been challenged
to accept His mercy and choose to love and
follow Him, even when it's uncomfortable,

Juha Park(108H4)
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Bethel Church August 23, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Solomon Kang

You Must Treat a Foreigner with Love

Deuteronomy 10:12—22

1. Princeton seminary students knew the ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan,’ yet they passed by the
person in need right before their eyes. If you, too, have experienced a gap between the Word you
know and your actual life, let us share.

2. "Obedience is not the of grace, but the pure of grace.”

Moses summarizes the life God requires as “to revere, to act, to love, to serve, and to obey”. (v. 12-13)
However, this is not a condition for obtaining grace, but a response to the grace already received.
(v. 14-15) Am | obeying to be loved by God, or am | obeying because | have already been loved?

3. God says that He gave His commands and statutes “for your " (v. 13). However,
have you ever felt that worship, the Word, service, and ministry were a burden rather than a joy at

some point? Perhaps it's not because the burden of God's command has become heavy but, instead,
we are not recognizing God's Grace.

4, Deuteronomy 10:16 commands, “You shall your " but

later, within the promise of the New Covenant, God Himself says that He will renew our hearts.
(Ref: Deu 30:6, Jer 31:33, Eze 36:26-27) In order to live as one who has received a new mind and a
new spirit, what is the stubbornness within me that God must cut out and renew right now?

5. “Aheart that has received eventually comes to love g
God cares for orphans and widows and loves foreigners, and He tells Israel, “You shall love
foreigners”. (v. 17-19) Let us remember this week the Grace of Salvation that embraced me, a E. E

foreigner, so that we may treat with love the ‘people like foreigners’ whom | easily pass by.

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: 1st/The Love of God is Greater Far(Hymn 404) 2nd & 3rd/Grace Discord



