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In English, when we say, 'done done', it sounds like something having been
completely finished. Not merely wrapped up or somewhat completed,
but truly accomplished; everything has been done. But in Korean, a simi-
lar-sounding expression, 'ttonton'(£££), has an entirely different meaning.
The word comes from the Japanese )- > )- > and is used to describe a situa-
tion in which there is neither gain nor loss, but you simply break even. Noth-
ing is left, and nothing has been lost. And after it is all calculated, you find

yourself exactly where you started.

Our lives often feel like this ttonton. We work from early morning until late at
night, yet our bank account remains exactly the same. We raise our children and
eventually send them off into the world, only to be left with an empty nest and
an aging body. We have worked hard, yet it all feels as though we have merely
broken even. We have poured out love, yet it seems that very little has returned
to us. Could it be that my life is really a ttonton life? A life in which nothing
remains? We can hear ourselves ask the same ancient lament in Ecclesiastes,
"What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun?"

People are constantly trying to calculate life. We place on the scales the time we
have invested, the wounds we carry, the recognition we have received, and the
opportunities we have lost. And at the end of all our calculations, we conclude,
"Nothing remains.” But a life of faith cannot be measured merely by human
calculations. What looks like ttonton to us is not meaningless at all before God.
Time given to God never disappears. Tears entrusted to God are never wasted.
Obedience and love offered in God may not produce immediate visible results,
but God receives them and uses them. We become exhausted attempting to
leave something behind, but God leaves behind a legacy in ways we cannot
always see or understand. Jesus, at the very moment when all appeared that
nothing remained, said from the cross, "It is finished" (John 19:30). In other
words, "done”. Yet the place that appeared to be the moment when everything
had been lost was, in fact, the place where the greatest gift in all of human his-
tory was accomplished. Therefore, what matters is not forcing ourselves to leave
something behind. What matters is trusting God to be the One Who leaves
something behind. Rather than trying to prove that we have accomplished ev-
erything, we entrust ourselves to God and allow Him to work. When God says,
"Itis done,” thenit is truly done. When God brings something to completion, it is
not ttonton(merely breaking even). It is, in the truest sense, done done.

Even if it looks like ttonton to my own eyes, when God is at work, something
remains. When we yield to God, even ttonton becomes grace, and "done done”
becomes perfect completion. Our part is simply to offer ourselves to Him,
trusting Him to accomplish His work and to leave behind the perfect outcome.
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Our Hope ministry strive to serve not
only the students, but parents and fam—
ilies that come together and experience
the wonderful joy which God has created.
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Hence, it's our prayer that we are "... be—
ing built together to become a dwelling in
which God lives by His Spirit. Together in

God's Wonderfully Made Community

Christ Jesus."(Eph 2:22)
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We ask for your participation in Hope
ministry with warm—hearted prayers and
support ... for the equipping of the saints,
for the work of (His) ministry, for the ed—
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Bethel Church September 6, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

In Time of Shaking, A life That Stays

Matthew 11:2-15

1. John the Baptist boldly announced Jesus as 'the Lamb of God' and even encouraged his own
disciples to follow Him. But while in prison, John asks, “Are you the one who is to come?"(v. 3). Why

do you think John became so shaken?

2. Jesus does not answer John with a direct “Yes, | am.” Instead, He says, “Tell John what you hear
and see"(v. 4), and shares a list of things happening around Him (v. 5). Why do you think Jesus did
not answer directly, but instead pointed to His works?

3. Inverse 6, Jesus says, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” What is the
difference between being shaken and stumbling? John was shaken, but why do you think he did not
stumble?

4. After John's disciples left (v. 7), Jesus spoke to the crowd and praised John—not as a reed shaken
by the wind, but as 'more than a prophet'(v. 9). Why do you think Jesus offered such high praise to
someone who was going through a moment of doubt?

5. Is there anything in your life right now that feels a bit shaken? Whether it involves your health, work,
children, relationships, or ministry, feel free to share if things have not been unfolding the way you
envisioned. When those moments come, where do you usually turn—to YouTube, to staying busy, to
withdrawing in silence, or to Jesus?

6. The sermon mentioned that 'the violent/forceful who take the kingdom are not those who never
shake, but those who keep moving in the right direction even when they do." In your own walk of E. E
faith, what does it mean to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus? What is one simple action you can
practice this coming week? E

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: In These Dark Days Lift Up Your Eyes to Jesus, | Do Believe Discord



