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The World Changes Even When You Lower Your Eye Level
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2182 2At/ Rev. Bryan Kim

A month ago, after hurting my ankle, I had to go around wearing a cast boot for
one month, and during that time, | had to take flights to Alaska and San Jose to
attend previously scheduled gatherings and board meetings. Naturally, as soon
as | checked in at the airport, | requested a wheelchair, and from check-in until
the gate, | received wheelchair service. When | sat for the first time in my life
in a wheelchair pushed by airport service workers, | felt strange. It was like the
feeling of a young student sitting unknowingly in a seat reserved for the elderly
or weak; it seemed as though everyone was looking at me, so | wanted to cover
my face. But there was no one who was looking at me. Travelers pulling their
bags only moved away so that they would not bump into me, and | never made
eye contact with anyone. | came to know that, unlike what | thought, the world
does not have much interest in people who go around in wheelchairs. Thinking
about it carefully, | also think that when | was walking around with healthy feet,
even when a wheelchair passed by me, | had never looked at the face of the
person sitting in the wheelchair. On one hand, | felt relieved, but thinking about
people with disabilities who have to live with a handicap for their whole lives, |
felt that | should have more interest in them.

Another thing | realized was that when | was in a wheelchair, although
my eye level was much lower than the eye level when walking, | came to
see things that | could not see when walking. That was, | began to see the
faces of people in wheelchairs. Somehow, even just seeing a wheelchair
made me happy to see them, and naturally, | came to exchange greet-
ings. Because we have the common denominator of each other's pain,
| sometimes feel a sense of comradeship. The view of seeing the airport
while sitting is a sight | have never seen before. | came to look up at all
the people, and even the store signs seemed to be hanging higher, and
also, because | was not moving by my own strength, but seeing the world
from a chair someone was pushing, everything only seemed fascinating.

During Sunday worship, because it was uncomfortable to exchange greet-
ings with the members, | placed a temporary desk behind the stage of the
sanctuary and waited there. Although | could not see the worship guide
team whom | always meet at the entrance of the sanctuary, rather, | got to
see the Bethel Worship Team and Bethel Orchestra busily preparing for wor-
ship. | saw them preparing in prayer with extreme tension according to the
worship time, and team members who have children brought them together
and waited behind the stage, and | saw the children, perhaps because they
had also become accustomed to it, quietly waiting for their mom and dad.

It is disappointing that | cannot exercise as much as | want because of my
ankle injury, but | felt that | could understand God's providence in making
me lower my eye level. It may seem like nothing special, but it was a pre-
cious time of realizing that if we humbly lower our eye level, we can see
more of the things we could not see before.
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Bethel Church September 13, 2026
i

Very Curious SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

SUS ST[]HY When Only the Word Remains
' -7- (John 4:39-54)

‘e
-

1. What differences do you see in the faith of the Samaritans (vv. 39-42), the Galileans (vv. 43-48), Apply to Life ;:_"

A

and the royal official (vv. 46-53)? Find the basis for your answer in the passage and write it down.

2. What did the royal official initially ask Jesus to do? After Jesus said, “Go; your son will live,” how
did his response change? (v. 50)

3. Am| wanting the problems or miracles that | want Jesus to solve more than | want Jesus Himself?
What is the one thing that is holding onto my heart the most right now?

4. ol say that | am entrusting my problems to God, while in reality | am still deciding how and when
He should solve them? What is the area of my life that is most difficult for me to entrust to God? (v. 52)

5. How does Jesus' healing of the royal official's son point ahead to Jesus’ cross and resurrection?
What do you think this event reveals that is greater than simply healing a physical illness?

6. Even though I cannot see any change yet, what is one step that | need to take today by “believing
Jesus' word and going"? Write down specifically how you can put this into practice this week. E E

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Encamped Along the Hills of Light(Hymn 397), | Stand in Awe Before the Word Discord



