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The Task of Setting the "Directional Feeler” (Part 1)
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Ministry planning is not about creating programs, but about determining the
direction the church aims toward—the task of setting a "directional feeler."
When | prepare for a year of ministry, the very first thing | ponder is estab-
lishing the church motto, or the "directional feeler.” Meditating on the ques-
tion, "What is God saying to our church right now?" | seek to establish the
spiritual direction we will look toward together before diving into programs.

When determining the ministry motto, | consider three things to be import-
ant: First is the Word. Rather than individual ideas or the trends of the times,
| ask what Word God is giving to our church that year and establish it based
on that. At Bethel Church, during the New Year Special Early Morning Prayer
Meeting that kicks off the year, the senior pastor proclaims the ministry di-
rection to the congregation. Ministry planning begins with hearing the Word
of God—not human thoughts—and establishing the church's direction ac-
cording to that Word. Second is the church's circumstances. | examine where
the believers and the church currently stand. | discern the demands of the
times, such as whether comfort is needed, whether we need to stand back
up, or whether we need to head toward missions and the next generation.
Establishing Bethel Classical Academy in response to the need for Christian
education for the next generation after the pandemic is one example. Third
is the questions of the age. The church is not an island disconnected from the
times. We must listen to what the world is afraid of, why the next generation
is leaving the church, and what questions our believers carry with them as
they live in their workplaces and homes. At the intersection of these three
elements, the ministry theme for the year is born. Therefore, rather than
"making" a ministry motto by force, | prefer the expression "discovering” it
through prayer, the Word, and observing the ministry field.

In addition, | believe that a church motto should be simple enough to nat-
urally emerge within conversations, and it should also work well for En-
glish-speaking contexts. For this reason, we create a theme song for the
church motto so that the entire congregation can sing it together, med-
itating on and committing to the year's goals. What | have considered
important is the "alignment” of ministry—flowing the yearly theme from
preaching to education, from education to events, and from events to orga-
nization and ministry, thereby connecting everything into a single direction.
For example, in a year when the motto was "Mighty God, Mighty Prayer,” we
set the mission movement motto as "Mighty God, Mighty Mission," demon-
strating that the whole church was heading in one direction and serving to
align the church's many existing ministries into that single direction. While a
church motto is not strictly necessary, just as passengers riding together on
aship need to know the vessel's direction and destination, | believe a church
motto is effective in gathering the hearts of the believers and leading them
with a vision to move forward in the same direction.
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Today is a joyful day as we celebrate our
first—grade class as they move up to the
Primary Elementary Department for 2nd
and 3rd graders.

Each week, we watched you learn to pray
with confidence and listen to God's Word
with open hearts, On your first day as
kindergarteners, many of you were still
learning to read, memorize the Lord's
Prayer, and worship with the praise team.
But now, you've grown taller and more
confident, with a strong foundation in
knowing God and His Word.

We bless each of you and will continue to
pray for you. Always remember that Je—
sus is with you, even when you are sad,
or crying. We are so proud of you. Keep
shining His light wherever you go.
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Congratulations, first—grade class! We're
excited to see all that God will do in your
lives.
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Bethel Church September 20, 2026

Very Curious SERMON SERIES Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

__ SUS STUHY Before the Water Stirs...

-8- (John 5:1-18)

o

S,
1. The man who had been ill for 38 years kept saying to Jesus, “The water needs to be stirred, but Apply to Life ““:_..

I have no one to help me in...” Do | also have my own 'water' or 'method' that | look to more than
God these days?

2. Imagine Jesus asking me directly today, “Do you want to get well?” In what part of my life do | truly want
real change? On the other hand, is there anything | say | want to change, but am still holding on to?

3. The man did not seek Jesus first, nor did he even know who Jesus was. Yet, Jesus saw him first, knew
his condition, and came to him. Looking back on my life, is there a moment when | realized, 'Jesus
came looking for me long before | ever sought him'?

4. The man's words, "I have no one to help me”, remain in my heart. Is there something in my life right
now that leads me to think, 'If only | had this..."”? Am | assuming that because | lack that one thing,
even God cannot work in my situation?

5. Jesus did not just heal the man’s body; he sought him out again to speak about the problem of sin.
Lately, have | been seeking Jesus merely to solve my problem, or have | been seeking Jesus Himself?

6. Let us choose one phrase to hold onto this week. The Load sees me / The Lord knows me / Even if
there is no one, | still have the Lord / One word from the Lord is stronger than 38 years'. Why do | E ' E
need that word right now?

English translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: | know not Why God's Wondrous Grace(Hymn 410), Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night(Hymn 330) Discord



