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Looking back over time, | reflect on the directional feelers—our church mot-
tos. Change in leadership: 'Yesterday's Blessings, Tomorrow's Mission'; Call
to missions: 'Dive into God; Beyond suffering to glory: 'Bound for Glory’;
Devotion to ministry: 'Always Be There'; Identity of the Gospel: 'Still, Jesus
Alone', and so on. However, what stays with me for a long time are the
stories of the congregation whose hearts moved because of that Word.
Seeing church members obey the Word, open their hearts to missions, give
their time and resources for the next generation, and embrace neighbors in
need, | realize what the true fruit of pastoral planning is. Especially as Beth-
el Church marked its 50th anniversary this year, we held onto the theme
"Come & See 50". The Jubilee in the Bible is not a day to commemorate the
past, but an event that declares freedom anew, returns things to their orig-
inal place, and initiates a new future. Therefore, the 50th anniversary was
not a time for us to boast about what we achieved, but a time to ask, "What
has God done over the past 50 years, and where is He sending us now?"

We tried to connect that spirit—as much as possible in the spirit of the Jubi-
lee—to our worship and preaching, mission conferences, next-generation
ministry, Chamber Orchestra for children with disabilities, youth ministry,
documentation and publication of church history, and ministry for mission-
aries. When pastoring for a long time, or as a church grows larger, there
are times when one feels pressure to show "something newer or another
vision than last year." But the Gospel does not need to be renewed. We
are the ones who need to be made new before the Gospel. A pastor's duty
is not to invent a new gospel, but to make the unchanging Gospel heard
once again in a changing world. So, these days, rather than asking "What
should we do differently this year?", | find myself asking more, "What is
the essence of the Gospel that we are missing?" A church comes alive and
is transformed not by events, but by the Word; not by novel ideas, but by
fixing its gaze back on Christ. Ultimately, all pastoral plans converge in one
place: becoming a church that sees Jesus Christ more clearly, loves Him
more deeply, grows to be like Him, and reveals Him to the world.

With retirement ahead, as | reflect on my past pastoral journey, | summarize
my ministry like this. The success of ministry will be evaluated not by "how
much work | did," but by "what continues even after | leave.” So, whenever
| draw up a pastoral plan each year, | ultimately return to one question:
Have the congregation come to love Jesus, the Word, their neighbors, and
the next generation more? And have they stepped out to evangelize to the
world rather than remaining comfortable inside the church? If so, | believe
that year was a ministry pleasing to the Lord. For it is not us who build
the future of the church, but Christ, the Lord of the Church, who builds His
church. (Excerpt from a contribution to Monthly Ministry)
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Bethel Church October 4, 2026

1.

2.

Very Curious SerMoNseries ~ Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

SIS STORY ~ Holding onto ‘Not Yet'
5 in Unpredictable Situation
e (John 5:1-18)

=

In the midst of dark and stormy waves, what nuance is conveyed in the phrase, "Jesus had not yet Apply to Life

0

come to them" (v. 17)?

The storm the disciples encountered happened while obeying Jesus' command. Although the
disciples could not see Jesus, Jesus was watching them 'straining at the oars'(Mark 6:48). In what
area of your life are you currently straining at the oars? What grace does the truth 'the Lord sees me
even now' bring to you? (Ref: Hebrews 7:25)

The disciples were afraid when Jesus had not yet come, but they were even more terrified after
He appeared. The disciples clearly received the message conveyed by Jesus walking on water.
Having received this message, how should our worship toward God change? (v. 19, Ref: Job 9:8,
Psalm 77:19)

Before calming the storm, Jesus first said, "It is | [Ego Eimi]; do not be afraid." Right now, which voice
sounds loudest in your heart—the voice of your circumstances, the voice of fear, or the voice of
Jesus? (v. 20, Ref: Exodus 3:14)

On the cross, Jesus endured a far deeper storm on our behalf. Therefore, our peace lies not in the
'absence of the storm’, but in the 'presence of Jesus'. What is one sentence you will hold onto this
week? And holding onto that Word, what is one thing you practically need to surrender or obey? E . E

English translations for
worship services via

m Song in Response: The Lord is at Work Discord



