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Grandfather's Way Home from Work
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As the sun begins to set and | head home from work, my grandchildren
come to mind, images of them flickering before my eyes. Even though we
live close by, whatever makes us so busy that often, a week or two slips
by without us running into each other, even during Sunday church service.
Unable to suppress the sudden rush of 'l miss you-~' that | call my daughter.
"Hello? Dad?" "Yeah, it's Dad. | just finished work and I'm heading home. |
was thinking of dropping by briefly to see the kids—are you home?" "Yeah,
I'm home, but the kids are sleeping.” "Oh?" "So, come visit another time."

Without even considering her father's longing, my daughter flatly told me
not to come, so | turned the car around from heading to her place and head
toward my home. On the way home, | called my wife. | couldn't explain it,
but as the affection in my heart felt swept away, it felt as though a single
fallen leaf was rolling across a vacant, empty lot. | asked my wife if our
parents felt this way too back when we were raising our kids. Since | had
to attend seminary even after marriage, | stayed near my parents. But after
graduation, | left and did ministry far away. Because of that, my parents
never showed up unannounced saying they missed the children, so | had
never thought about it before. Still, | think my parents must have felt sad
and disappointed about not being able to see their grandchildren. | remem-
ber not being able to take the kids to visit my parents during holidays, and
| feel deeply sorry that | couldn't give them generous allowance like other
children do. | believe that, perhaps, simply because | am in ministry, they
have overlooked so much and shown such understanding, to this point.

Looking at disobedient sons and daughters, the parents say, "Just try
having a child just like you and raising them," seems to be true. | guess
being able to go see my grandchildren whenever | want, whenever |
miss them, whether they are sleeping or not, isn't something | can do as
| please. For parents who consider their children’s bedtime important, it
is only natural that a grandfather's longing gets pushed back in priority.

Only well after turning sixty, this foolish son s finally coming to understand
his parents' hearts and is also wondering how well | truly understood the
hearts of the church members while running around doing 40 years of
ministry. | can't help but lower my head in humility. | also feel sympathy for
my daughter, who works and struggles with childcare responsibility. "How
did Mom raise us?" is something my daughter says often these days. She
bemoans about how she finds even two babies hard, and how did Mom
managed to raise four. Just as you must have children to know a parent's
heart, before experiencing it ourselves, we simply know far too little.
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One interesting thing I learned was the
difference between an ape’s face and a hu-
man’s face. An ape’s head is smaller than a
human’s, its eyes are harder to see from the
side, and its face slopes more near the mouth.

On our way to the museum, we talked
about whether the Big Bang theory is true.
We had a tour guide named Josh, so I asked
him whether the Big Bang was real. Josh
explained that the Big Bang was scientif-
ically impossible because a planet could
not simply explode out of nowhere and
create everything that exists. Instead, he
explained what God created over six days.

We also explored Noah’s Ark, dinosaurs,
fossils, the Tabernacle, and many more
exhibits. This was one of my favorite mu-

seums I’ve ever visited!
OIX|2(58H)

I was amazed to see how big Noah’s Ark
was. It was big enough to hold two of every
kind of animal! I also learned some science
facts. I learned that dinosaurs were real
creatures that God made, and I even got
to see real dinosaur fossils. I also learned
about how dinosaurs went extinct. We
compared the bodies of a gorilla and a hu-
man, and [ saw how different they are. I felt
proud and amazed by how God made us
more special than other animals. He made
the way we move, the way our bodies are
built, and the special ways we can think.

I was happy to learn that the things I be-
lieve are true. I am grateful that God made

A Journey of Discovery

this amazing world for me to live in.
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Bethel Church

October 18, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Yohan Kim

There Is Still Hope 1 «ings 18:41-6

1. Think about a time when you faced one of the biggest challenges in your life. Share how God's grace
has carried you through it and what gave you the strength to keep going.

2. Sharea personal story of how God has answered your prayers. Then, take some time to reflect on
what prayer really means.

3. Like Elijah, who saw hope in a small cloud the size of a man's hand, what is something in your life
that you need to keep believing and hoping for, even when things seem impossible?

4. Find and share two miracles from the Bible. What do these miracles reveal about God and how He
works in our lives?

5. Jesus is the answer to every problem! Let's go around the group, with each person calling out who
Jesus is, and everyone responding loudly, “Jesus!” Who is our hope? JESUS!

m Song in Response: When you meet God, everything will be accomplished if He helps

English translations for
worship services via
Discord



