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Our church's name is Bethel Church. | have been reflecting often on this
name that God has gifted to my life. Bethel(5x-n»a) means 'House of
God.' It is such a warm name. Since it is the House of God, what awaits
us when we open its doors and step inside? Reading the story of Jacob,
| discovered three things.

First, Bethel is the place where God is. (Gen 28:16-19) Jacob met God
there and called it the 'House of God." When | open that door, | feel as
though God will welcome me saying, "So, you've arrived?" Delicious food
will be set out, enough to make the table bend. Just like my mother's din-
ing table in childhood, which was always abundant. The reason that table
is wonderful is not because of the food, but because of the mother waiting
for me. In the House of God, there is also God, who is waiting for us.

Second, Bethel is the place that remembers God's promises. (Gen
28:13-15; 35:9-12) God did not forget the promise He gave to Jacob.
When you visit someone's house, you tend to look closely at the family
photos hanging on the wall. Every photo has a story, so after looking
at a few, you end up studying the history of that family. Behind smiling
faces, there must have been tears and hard work. | think such photos
are hanging in the House of God as well. The days we laughed, the days
we cried, the days we fell and got back up. Some photos might tell the
story of how we didn't know it at the time, but looking back, it was all
grace. Every photo will contain the hand of God that faithfully guided us.

Third, Bethel is the place where we return to God and are made new.
(Gen 35:1-4) Jacob told his family to throw away their idols, purify them-
selves, and change their clothes. In this scene, | am reminded of clothes
just taken out of the dryer. That small happiness of wearing fluffy, warm
clothes. When there is even a subtle fabric softener scent, somehow the
day feels even better. The House of God is a place where the stains of sin
are washed away, and we put on new clothes by the grace of God. The
stains were ours, but the One who makes us clean is God.

| hope that Bethel Church will be that kind of home. A house as warm
as a mother's dining table, as familiar and affectionate as family photos,
and as feel-good as freshly laundered clothes. | want to worship togeth-
er here, laugh and cry together, and talk about God's faithfulness for a
long time. Bethel is truly wonderful. Won't you be happy in this house
with me for a long, long time?
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Bethel Church November 1, 2026

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Moses Hwang

People Who Have the Most Perfect House

Haggai 1:1-9

1. God brought His people back to Jerusalem after their life in exile and had them rebuild the temple.
However, the people delayed construction, saying, "The time has not yet come." According to vs. 1-2,
what was the reason they delayed their initial purpose?

2. While delaying the rebuilding of the temple, the people were enthusiastic about building their own
houses. Why did God contrast ‘God's house’ and ‘their own house' in vs. 2, 4, and 9?

3. God says twice, "Consider your ways," and in verse 6, shows a life of much labor yet lacking
provision. What did God want the people to realize?

4. The Israelites lived diligently for their own houses while postponing God's work. Is there an area of
your faith that you postpone even while knowing it is important? What is ‘my house’ where you pour
the most time and heart right now?

5. Jesus declared Himself to be the true temple and opened the way for us to come to God through His
cross and resurrection (John 2:19-21). What comfort and transformation does this gospel bring to
us, who try to gain security through our own efforts?

6. In Haggai 1:12-14, God stirred the hearts of the people to obeyed. Empowered by Christ's grace,
what is a place of worship and prayer you want to restore, or a small act of obedience you want to E. E
practice during this coming week?
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